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  Much to the excitement of science lovers around the 
school, AP Chemistry is coming back to the ORR curriculum in the 
fall of 2018. The course will cover the deeply complex aspects of 
chemistry with high expectation of students, and will be taught by 
some of ORR’s finest science teachers. Although this course has 
long been considered one of the most challenging AP classes, it’s 
enrollment rate is growing fast. Despite these challenges, AP Chem-
istry is an excellent option for many scientifically inclined students. 
  AP Chemistry is a college-level course designed to edu-
cate future scientists. According to the College Board, “Students 
cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based 
investigations, as they explore topics such as: atomic structure, 
intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions, kinetics, 

thermodynamics, and equilibrium.” Students are expected to give their full attention to the advanced labs and coursework while at the 
same time, learning some information on their own. At least 16 labs constituting a minimum of 25% of instructional time are required 
by the conclusion of this course. This course is the equivalent to the general chemistry course a college student might take freshman 
year. 
 In the coming school year, Ms. Mattos and Dr. Hamer will be teaching AP chemistry (if both teachers are necessary for the 
number of enrolled students). This course will be a double block to allow for more time to work on labs are complete other forms of 
valuable coursework. 
 Math is a significant aspect of AP Chemistry. Student’s who have skills in unit conversion, basic geometry and algebra, inter-
pretation of data, graphing, calculation of solute concentrations and determination of rates of chemical reactions are best suited for 
this course, according to the College Board. To get more information about mathematics used in this course, visit the College Board’s 
website. 
 Ms. Mattos and Dr. Hamer do not recommend this class for students who are not considering majoring in the sciences. This 
class is best suited for students who have a profound interest in science and may be a waste of time or effort for other students. 
 AP Chemistry has a lower pass rate than many other AP courses. According to the College Board, 10.1% of students receive a 
5, 16.2% receive a 4, 26.1% receive a 3, 26.2% receive a 2, and 21.4% receive a 1 on their final AP Chemistry exams.
 Although AP Chemistry is an intimidating and challenging course, it is not impossible. If you are considering taking AP Chem-
istry, talk to you teachers, guidance counselor, or any AP Chemistry alumni to see if this class is a good choice for you. AP Chemistry 
just might be the perfect start for your career in science. 

AP CHEMISTRY RETURNS 
TO ORR CURRICULUM
BY EMILY WILSON

https://bloximages.newyork1.vip.townnews.com/decaturdaily.com/content/tncms/assets/v3/
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 For centuries, the Romani people (more commonly known by 
the racial slur g*psies) have lived in the outskirts of nations and have 
only recently ceased their nomadic culture to settle in areas outside 
of Hungary. They have been characterized as nomadic and mysti-
cal, with thick accents and deep superstition. In reality they are just 
a ethnic group with ties to eastern europe and northern India. The 
most concentrated areas of 
Roma are in Turkey, Spain 
and France, but there is a 
small population that mi-
grated to the United States 
as well. For centuries they 
have been one of the most 
discriminated and hated 
racial groups in the world. 
Even all the way in the 
United States, we contrib-
ute to the stereotypes and 
prejudice surrounding the 
Romani people. With the 
alarming rise of White 
Supremacy and Fascism 
in our own country and 
around the world, it is 
important to note what 
can happen and how to 
prevent it. Prevention and 
speaking out towards injustices, like that of the Roma is extremely 
important to resisting corrupt and racist groups.
 The Roma continue to be one of the poorest groups and unemploy-
ment is over 60%, but there is a more pressing issue. 
 “The Jobbik party” or the Far-Right Hungarian Party told 
the public that the Roma have “antisocial” behavior and that needs 
to be treated. The party has begun to order “public order protection 
camps” according to Csanad Szegedi, vice chairman of the Jobbik 
party and representative to the European Parliament. Chairman of the 
party, Gabor Vona mentioned how previous experiments on how to 
integrate the Roma people into Hungarian society have failed and the 

party agrees this segregation was necessary. 
 The party is widely popular in northeast Hungary where the 
population of Roma people is high. The worst part is that this only 
gained brief international inquiry in 2012. Former French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy tried to put a halt to Roma camps in France and 
was met with tumult from the EU and his own government. He was 

believed to be stigmatiz-
ing the Romani people. 
The camps themselves 
are more like large com-
pounds with plastic shel-
ters and little other utili-
ties. There hasn’t been 
much static concerning 
these camps in the media 
even as recent atrocities 
occur. April 2017, a story 
from Romani family in a 
camp in Kosovo broke in 
which people were being 
given water with lead in 
it. According to the fam-
ily, one daughter died and 
another is visually im-
paired from lead poison-
ing.  
 So why is nobody talk-

ing about it? Why is it important to care about what’s happening on 
another continent? Well, first of all, basic human rights are vital to 
our existence as a species. And second of all, there is no second of 
all. This, well could be another racial genocide like the Holocaust 
or the Native Americans. It’s also important to recognize that this 
discrimination is not new and is even embedded in our society in 
America. The term “g*psy” is a racial slur tossed around frequently. 
There are even Halloween costumes singling out Romani features 
and stereotypes to be fortune tellers and magicians. Although not as 
extreme as the prejudice in Europe, Americans should do what they 
can to recognize their racism and stereotypes. 
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WHAT THE TREATMENT OF THE ROMANI PEOPLE 

CAN TELL US ABOUT OUR OWN SOCIETY
BY ISABELLA RODRIGUES

CONUNDRUM: THE SHOW WHERE ANYTHING 
CAN HAPPEN... ALMOST

 Attention Bulldogs, the Old Rochester Regional High School’s television 
show “Bulldog Weekly” has just announced the release of their new game show, 
“Conundrum”. A “Survivor” parody, but instead of drama and blindsiding, it’s 
about challenges and skill. This show will feature students competing against 
one another in challenges. After each challenge, one person will be eliminated. 
This method will continue, until there is one student remaining, receiving the 
mysterious “Grand Prize”. The show is said to be released this month on the 
Bulldog Weekly Youtube page. 
 Challenges will be focused on the fun and competitive natures of the stu-
dents, with fast-paced, highly questionable, and suspenseful games leaving only 
one to be the winner. They will include Old Rochester icons like the Bulldog, 
supporting fellow students known as “audience members,” and even the faculty 
cheering for their favorite player to survive, and win it all.  After the main chal-
lenge, there will be a secondary challenge known as ‘Sudden Death.’ Losers of Sudden Death will be eliminated and cannot continue in further 
challenges. I cannot say much, but from what I know challenges may involve cups, baseball bats, cows, and cookies. Who knows what else they 
might include?  
 Anybody can get involved. If you’re part of the Old Rochester Bulldog Pack, then contact myself, Michael Leavens, the host, at warren-
leavens@oldrochester.org, and become part of something new, exciting, and spontaneous. We hope this show will bring another exciting feature 
to the ORR timeline. 
 This show is going to be not only fun to play, but fun to watch. An event like this will captivate the school and all its peers. So stay tuned, 
and look out for more information revolving around this exciting and incredible new show “Conundrum.”

BY MICHAEL LEAVENS

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3630/3412121863_cd4d62379d.jpg
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“THIS IS OLD ROCHESTER” 

  Lately, you might be seeing some small changes while walking around 
ORR. Small changes such as decorations, changes on bulletin boards, more room 
in trophy cases for new projects and blank spaces on the walls. For the past few 
weeks teachers such as Mrs. Brunelle, Mrs. Browning, Ms. Barker, Mrs. Molog-
niki, Mrs. Sullivan, Ms. Butler, Ms. Carreira, and Mrs. Briggs have taken time to 
beautify the school environment. These select teachers felt that the school needed 
a boost in morale. They feel in order to uplift school spirit they need students to 
paint murals, as well as provide creative changes to the school. So far they have 
moved awards and organized trophies as well as created space for murals and 
filled up bulletin boards. 

  The program is going by the name “CORE” Creative Old Rochester Envi-
ronment and referenced as “This Old Rochester.” when meeting after school. Core 
has already so many ideas in mind of what they could do. Ideas such as: adding 

quotes, murals, more images of the bulldog, an accent wall for the music department and their awards, gallery frames around the school to showcase art, put 
up community service boards, tidy up the lost and found and designate bulletin boards to each class for specific announcements. The murals would either be 
specific to the departments or something that would amplify school spirit and the coming together of the Tri-Towns. 
 CORE encourages student involvement and wants the students to decorate and paint as a way for them to take an ownership of the school. You do not 
have to be artistically inclined either, instead of painting murals you could also help clean up and decorate trophy cases and bulletin boards. If you want to 
get involved or have any ideas keep tabs on the announcement board near the cafeteria for CORE’s next meeting after school. Your work in the program will 
not only give you an opportunity to leave your mark on the school but you will also be provided with community service hours. 

BY ALYSSA PERRY

THIRD ANNUAL POETRY 
OUT LOUD COMPETITION 
ON THE WAY
BY AYANA HARTLEY

  As I walked into Mr.Allain’s room for Bulldog Block, I could 
already tell there was a different vibe in the room. I had come to sit in 
on a meeting for the school-wide Poetry Out Loud Competition. There 
was a group of students dispersed around the classroom and they all 
seemed to be talking to each other nervously but excitedly. 
  While sitting in on the meeting for both newcomers and those 
who had been involved in the previous year, I listened to Mr.Allain 
break down the rules for the competition. Each student had to memo-

rize two poems and have one be at least 25 lines. When the competition takes place, the students are allowed to decide which order the poems 
they recite will go in. This gives them a chance to be creative or add an angle when they present. They may choose the poem they like the most 
first, or save the one they know will win over the judges for last. Getting past the fun part of expressing themselves and connecting with poetry 
they love, the students must also pay attention to the rubric. They must mind things such as their physical presence, voice, dramatic appropriate-
ness, and their accuracy. Some students do appear a bit nervous about this part but others are eager and ready. Sophomore Andrew Steele said, 
“I’m excited because I'm confident in my poems and I think it will be a great experience because I've never done this before”. Junior Maddie 
Hartley had a bit of a different view saying, “I am nervous because I am not good at presenting in front of people”. Despite this, she knows that 
it will be a new and exciting experience for those involved. 
 This competition is a great way for students to express themselves and show their talent. I believe that with a little push, many students 
are able to uncover a talent they never knew they had. Reciting the poems is also a great way for the students to express themselves and put 
their passion into something they love. Getting up and public speaking or performing is nerve-racking as it is but I believe that it is a good skill 
to acquire and it can also be enjoyable. 
 Sophomore Emma Gabriel agreed, saying, “ I feel excited because I've never done something like this before. I usually don't do public 
speaking. But this a positive thing because we don't usually get experience reciting poetry and literature for an audience.” 
 Andrew Steele also agreed, touching on how students are able to acquire a better understanding of poetry: “It's great to see poems in a 
different aspect. We just read poems and don't understand the meaning, but POL helps us to get a deeper analysis”. 
 Poetry Out Loud has been growing since 2005 and has reached over 3 million students and 50,000 teachers. POL uses a pyramid struc-
ture that begins at the classroom level. Winners advance to a school-wide competition, then to a regional and/or state competition, and if they’re 
lucky, to the National Finals. 

PUBLISHED STORY CONTAINED INACCURATE INFORMATION
To whom it may concern, 

 In the December issue of Paw Prints, released January 2nd, members of the staff unintentionally included misleading and inaccurate 
information in the article “GSA Still Fighting For Equal Funding.” Because we did not finish the necessary interviews, our understanding 
of club funding at OR was not correct. Our failure to research this important matter resulted in the printing of a deceptive story that implied 
funding had been cut from the GSA. In reality, most clubs are responsible for their own funding and the GSA was given money last year for 
temporary support, which the GSA fully understands. This article was meant to address the confusion surrounding funding towards the GSA. 
The Paw Prints Newspaper staff apologizes for this unfortunate error for which we take full responsibility.  In light of this mistake, the article 
“Catalonia: Newest Country or Failed State?” that originally resided on page 3 has been moved to the front page.

Sincerely, 
Paw Prints Staff
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DISNEY JUST GOT BIGGER: THE 20TH CENTURY FOX MERGER
BY ALLISON KVILHAUG
 Disney spent $52 billion on the 
bulk of 20th Century Fox and officially 
proving The Simpsons was created by 
clairvoyants. Disney is buying the sports 
and entertainment assets, including 20th 
Century Fox (what Disney will do with 
sports, we may never know). As more 
companies (i.e. Netflix, Amazon Prime, 
HBO, etc.) keep growing in popularity 
and develop into stand-alone-studios, 
Fox is finding it harder and harder to run 
both their entertainment industry, and 
their news industry. Disney purchased 
20th Century Fox in hopes of directly 
competing with streaming companies. 
This deal leaves viewers asking “what 
happens next” in an exciting new twist, 
where Disney gains the mystical pow-
ers that allow them to “Control the Media”. This deal makes Disney 
the majority shareholder for Hulu and gives them the potential to raise 
prices, pull out of other streaming sites, and become Netflix’s new 
competition. Along with affecting the streaming industry, this deal can 
affect how we view media, along with how-how we learn from media, 
seeing as the number of companies controlling the industry is rapidly 
declining. 
 The main goal of corporations is to increase revenue and to 
do that they have to provide products that please their client base. 
Lately, Disney has been collecting studios who are known for great 
movies, and strong franchises (i.e. Lucasfilm, Marvel, etc.), but they 
want more. Disney will be acquiring titles such as the Simpsons, The 
X-Files, Avatar, Deadpool, X-men, Fantastic four, alien, Kingsmen, 
etc. All of these new story rights will lead to a lot more merchandise, a 
bigger audience base, and possibly Marvel getting its characters back. 
With that hope, there is also the fear that Disney will decide to just 
roll out movies in hopes of creating more bases for merchandise, or if 
they decide to actually create masterpieces adults would want to see. 
When Disney bought Lucasfilm they brought the Star Wars universe 
back to the light side with new movies, and the ability to forget the 
phantom menace, now that they own the movie rights to all of the big 
named marvel characters comic fans hope they expand into the world 
of superheroes as well. This whole deal has a huge impact on Marvel 
because Disney now owns the movie rights to all Marvel characters, 
and since they also own Marvel Studios, it’s finally possible for Mar-
vel to take over the X-men franchise. Disney could leave the charac-
ters to the 20th Century studio, but seeing as how Marvel is leading 
in superhero films, it would be foolish not to give the characters back 
to Marvel. Of course, the Avengers and x-men would have to remain 
separate, due to Marvel being so far into their continuous story of the 
Avengers, and the fact that if Magneto met Iron Man the fight would 
last all of ten seconds.
 Disney is starting to really control entertainment media with 
this deal. As a society, it means the media we consume will be con-
trolled by a limited number of people. We are a media-centered 
society, so this means what we learn, and what is ingrained into our 
everyday lives, is going to be based on a limited number of sources 
leading to a limited number of ideologies. An example of the control 
Disney will have on us is that ever since Disney bought Lucasfilm 
they have not sold or had the intention to sell princess Leia merchan-
dise because it doesn’t fit into their image of a princess. This may not 
seem like a big deal but I refuse to “Let It Go”. Small things like that 
can make a big impact on children looking for role models, and shows 
how easy it can be for Disney to shape our next generation. Something 
like this could very well not happen, but as a society, we need to be 
aware of the dangers of an oligarchy in big business. It’s important for 
the public to be aware of what big businesses do, and how many are 
out there, so as to prevent them from controlling us.
 Many articles written about the merger have taken a negative 
tone. A lot of people are worried about what Disney gaining Fox’s 
entertainment library, and shares in Hulu will do to the streaming 

industry, and what it will cost the consumer. As of now, Disney is 
planning on expanding into Hulu and setting up streaming for sports 
programming, but they aren’t digging any deeper. Even with the plans 
to expand Hulu, it would be foolish of Disney to pull out of streaming 
companies like Netflix and Amazon, seeing as they can make money 
off of their own streaming service and the others that already exist. 
Every streaming site has their own advantages and disadvantages, 
meaning it’s up to the consumer to see what they’re willing to put up 
with. By providing titles for multiple sites Disney would effectively 
integrate themselves into near everything we watch. 
 Disney spent about $52.4 billion on the 20th Century Fox 
sports and entertainment assets. Compared to the enterprise value of 
the deal ($69 billion), Disney paid the clearance price. Companies 
such as Disney and Fox, who mainly deal with network shows, are on 
the decline in due to streaming services. People are less likely to pay 
for cable than to get a Netflix subscription, leaving cable companies 
(and major studios) at the mercy of these streaming sites. Disney, by 
gaining the rights to shows and movies made by Fox (along with hav-
ing a vast cinematic library of their own), are no longer going to be 
pushed around by these companies during negotiations. People want 
to stream the movies provided by Fox and Disney, and since neither 
company has a streaming service of their own, they are left to sell 
their product on Netflix. Buying Fox was a power play on Disney’s 
part, yet competing with streaming services can’t be the only incentive 
for buying Fox, seeing as how they spent $52 billion. In 2017 Disney 
made $55.14 billion, making this deal worth only a year of work for 
Disney. Fox had a revenue of $27.32 billion, making it so Disney has 
increased their yearly revenue by a factor of 1.5. At this rate, Disney 
can make back what they spent on Fox within two years. This merger 
is giving Disney control of the entertainment media in this country 
and has the potential to make them billions. 
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THAT’S NEAT! WINTER EDITION
BY EMILY BOCK

 We’re about halfway through the winter and it’s still get-
ting dark too early, it’s still too cold, and now that the holiday cheer 
is gone, everyone is back to their usual grumpy selves. It’s not the 
neatest of times. Maybe you have cabin fever, or are feeling bad 
about some already failing New Year’s resolutions, but never fear 
because I have a neat solution for you!
 The clear solution to being cooped up indoors is to venture 
outdoors, but winter strolls are, understandably, not the most enjoy-
able. Apparently, it should be perfectly safe (as long as you don’t 
have respiratory or cardiovascular problems) to run in temperatures 
as low as -18ºF. Firstly, please don’t tell this to GRIT. Second, frost-
bite is not neat, that still doesn’t sound like a good idea.
 Clearly, the thing to do here is to bring the outside in. I’m not 
talking about putting a miniature snowman into your freezer (though 
I guess that could work), I’m talking about houseplants! Some nifty 
new plant pals can make up for the lack of greenery found outside 
and help clean the air so you can avoid pesky colds! Pro plant tip!: 
make sure you get a plant that can handle the cold if it’s by a drafty 
window or is watered enough if it’s by a heater. Aloe and other suc-
culents are usually a safe bet, and spider plants grow well in most 
climates too! 
 If plants aren’t your thing, there are also plenty of neat 
(indoor) destinations in the area! You could plan out a fun day with 
some (not plant) pals and go rock climbing at Carabiner’s in New 
Bedford, before enjoying lunch at No Problemo’s; or try something 
new, like a pottery class at Just Claying Around in Bridgewater. It’s 
easy to get stuck in a wintertime rut, but it’s time to pull yourself on 
out and find something new to do.

 This year doesn’t feel any different from the last, but 
wouldn’t it be neat if you could change that? It sure would be. The 
whole “new year, new you” thing is pretty cheesy, but now’s a good 
of time as any to work on bettering yourself because you’re neat too. 
Drink that water, do some yoga, and think about how you are feel-
ing. As much as technology is frying our brains, it makes this really 
easy because there is an app for everything. You could use a water 
tracking app, watch yoga videos on Youtube, or try out a mental 
health app like Pacifica. 
 Winter can be neat too, but we just have to work a little 
harder to make it better.

 If there is something I absolutely believe in it is a routine square meal. I’m not talking about your literal square which you picked up in 
your geometry class with Nailor, but more of the food pyramid. Balanced out to give the individual consuming the items superior skills over their 
peers in all aspects. The way I break up my meal is into 3 groups: the greens, leans and feens. Now yes, most people are feens only when the juul 
breaks out but your useless vape is not the message I am preaching here.
 Let’s start out with the greens, one of the most fundamental necessary groups in our ladder to stomach satisfaction. This category ranges 
from anything that a wild rabbit would eat to your standard vegetarian. Granted, not everything that is green is tasty but it is absolutely necessary 
to eat your fair share based on your body weight. I’m no expert in the area but I am Gabe, and being loud and boisterous enough can get your 
point across. The greens are just like the oil of any standard car engine, making the energy transaction smooth like the head of a baby. To reach 
peak performance, include some greens in every meal, but not too much. Individuals that call themselves vegetarians/vegans have successfully 
accomplished the greens but failed in all other aspects. Eating the greens will get you up in the morning but continuing to fuel the tank will even-
tually turn you into some millennial hipster that wears a beanie in the summer and thinks that the political ideology of the far left is acceptable. To 
counteract this virus that is where the leans come in.
 Leans for example are a slice of Jake Thompson’s arm that’s been tossed on the grill and served up to a pack of hyenas. In no way what-
soever am I advocating for cannibalism but that is some quality meat. Your everyday leans are basically proteins, the kind of stuff Trevor Stopka 
should stack up on to build that scrawny chest. Consuming any meat whatsoever is a god given gift and should be savored every time the food 
touches your lips. If this isn’t on your plate when you sit down to enjoy a meal, then you’re going about your life all wrong. Especially if you 
identify as a male, or any other masculine object since it is 2018. Not eating meat is despicable and cowardly. People should be shamed for NOT 
killing other animals then devouring every morsel that they provide. Instead they’d rather have them live out their natural life cycle and die peace-
fully in bed. “Waste not want not” is the motto I live by. If I order a New York sirloin you can bet I am not leaving that restaurant until my plate 
only has the red juices and parsley left on the plate. Then after a quick stretch, eat the parsley too since I am a cultured individual and abiding by 
the 3 food groups of OY. 
 Now there is such a thing as too much meat believe it or not. Those beings reside out of sight of the public eye only solving their problems 
with brute force pulling down Confederate General statutes. Most of the time you can find them under a white cloak and supporting the far right. 
You can set them off by calling them a honky and instead of going to their mental safe place they will simply take out their legal concealed weap-
on and shoot you in self defense. These individuals are created as a result of an imbalance in diet. That is why a balanced meal can not only help 
you seize the day but destroy the impurities of your character.
 Lastly the feens which can be categorized as anything the taste buds take pleasure in but tigten your belt at the same time. Do not get me 
wrong, it is ok to sit down on your couch in a nice groutfit with a tub of ice cream while watching a whole season of Friends because you’re feel-
ing down, but that can only happen every once in a while. Those foods are created for a reason, to weaken the group of individuals it attracts and 
make them fail in all aspects of life. Besides, I do not need to say it myself but a couple jokes will be cracked on your behalf to lighten the mood 
of the room other than yourself. So for that one down day and an apple the rest, one trip to the doctor a year should be sufficient for your physical 
health.
 On top of all of this, be sure to drink plenty of fluids, especially the most abundant resource we have on this spectacular planet: water. In-
crease that metabolism to work on the summer bod so you can turn some heads. It is a known fact that water is a super food, even though it is not 
a food at all. Take a gallon wherever you go and sip until your bladder is about to burst. That way you know you will never be dehydrated again. 
Abide by the 3 food groups and drink plenty of water and you can Make America Great Again just like Ronald Reagan.

FOOD GROUPS WITH GABE : THE DAILY “OY”
BY GABE NOBLE SHRIVER
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ANOTHER STEP TOWARDS CHANGE : THE 2018 R.I WOMEN’S MARCH

“We must be proactive, we need to act 
today to protect our rights 

tomorrow.” - Ashley Delgado

“ If you’re not supporting black women you’re not supporting women. 
If you’re not supporting queer women you’re not supporting women.

 If you’re not supporting homeless women you’re not supporting women. 
If you’re not supporting sex workers you’re not supporting women. 

Women need to support women for change to occur.” - Justice Gaines
https://upriseri.com/news/civil-rights/women/2018-01-20-womens-march-ri/

Photo by Julia Melloni

BY JULIA MELLONI
 On January 20, 2018, ORR’s Gender Politics Club was lucky enough to attend Providence, RI Women’s March, and fight for students, and women everywhere. The 
experience in Providence was enlightening, emotional, exhilarating, and life-changing, as the square was dominated by a rich variety of diverse and powerful speakers that 
we aren’t usually exposed to here in the Tri-town. It was an enlightening experience for everyone involved, and will leave its impact on the Gender-Politics club forever. 

Last year, people all over the world came together to support women and other social injustices in the international “Women’s March”. The response was overwhelming. 
Streets were flooded, trains were stuffed, and the world couldn’t look away as a sea of pink hats dominated the world around them. This inspiring march was brought together 

in attempt to start a conversation, an attempt to make change and in 2018, this conversation is still happening. 
 The march itself began at 12:30 in Roger Williams Memorial Park, but to ensure our punctuality, the gender politics club arrived at 11:30 to an empty park, save a few 
dog walkers. Little did we know, a half hour later the park would be bustling with life, music, and protesters, ready to march. At 12:30 sharp, we were off and began march-
ing towards the Rhode Island State house, led by “Down By the Riverside”, performed by the Extraordinary Rendition Band (ERB). As the repetitive melody of “I ain’t 
gonna study war no more” dominated the streets of providence, the roads became overrun with peaceful protesters, marching for change and equality everywhere. The ERB 
started leading the march in one, last, powerful song as the march seared the top of the hill, and the state building came into view. And the view was gorgeous. 
 The normally empty square, was packed with what looked like 2000 activists and allies, all eagerly awaiting the arrival of the marchers, and the speakers to begin. All 
around us were voter registration tables, and donation centers for organizations like Planned ParentHood, and a few female sanitary product drives.Together, we crammed our 
way to the front of the crowd and onto the steps of the State House, mere yards away from the passionate activists that were about to speak in front of thousands. 
 With each unique speaker, the audience got a different perspective in the fight for equal rights. As a small group from the tri-town, it was inspiring to hear from people 
like Lisa Ranglin, a Lithuanian immigrant who runs the RI Black Business Association, and Justice Gaines, a transgender black woman, discuss the discrimination she faces 
due to intersectionality: the overlap of multiple levels of discrimination due to factors like race, gender, sexulity, and other social categorizations. Chants were shouted, songs 

were sung, and tears were shed, as each activist realized they weren’t alone. Many speakers led the unified 
crowd in motivational, and comforting speeches, and together we sung songs of perseverance, and hope. As the 
crowd became more and more engaged, it felt less like a crowd of strangers, and more like a family. 
 That afternoon had been spent listening to the challenges of all types of women from all all walks of life, 
and they all had the same messages: that together we will persevere, and that we should never, ever give up. The 
Gender Politics club was lucky enough to meet with MC for the rally, and trumpet player of the Extraordinary 
Rendition Band (ERB), Jessica Brown, who led the Women’s march into their last speech of the night. Jessica 
gave our small-club encouraging words of strength (and her business card) before she led the crowd through a 

beautiful ode to girls who refuse to be sorry for being themselves, an ode to girls who stand up for who they are 
and the other women around them. She emphasized the importance of unity, and support, and the real power 
behind teamwork, and ended the march with a quote that left audience members in tears. “We’ve got to work 
together, by ourselves the burden feels heavy. But if we could just come together we can lighten the load, and 

share this responsibility, together. ” 
With a blessing and a thanks, she left the stage, and somehow, we all knew we would be alright. 
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ANOTHER STEP TOWARDS CHANGE : THE 2018 R.I WOMEN’S MARCH

“ If you’re not supporting black women you’re not supporting women. 
If you’re not supporting queer women you’re not supporting women.

 If you’re not supporting homeless women you’re not supporting women. 
If you’re not supporting sex workers you’re not supporting women. 

Women need to support women for change to occur.” - Justice Gaines

“Art is a powerful tool for social 
change, we wield it today & invite you 

to help you wield it!” - Reza Cruz

Photo by Julia Melloni (above and below)

Photo by Julia Melloni

BY JULIA MELLONI
 On January 20, 2018, ORR’s Gender Politics Club was lucky enough to attend Providence, RI Women’s March, and fight for students, and women everywhere. The 
experience in Providence was enlightening, emotional, exhilarating, and life-changing, as the square was dominated by a rich variety of diverse and powerful speakers that 
we aren’t usually exposed to here in the Tri-town. It was an enlightening experience for everyone involved, and will leave its impact on the Gender-Politics club forever. 

Last year, people all over the world came together to support women and other social injustices in the international “Women’s March”. The response was overwhelming. 
Streets were flooded, trains were stuffed, and the world couldn’t look away as a sea of pink hats dominated the world around them. This inspiring march was brought together 

in attempt to start a conversation, an attempt to make change and in 2018, this conversation is still happening. 
 The march itself began at 12:30 in Roger Williams Memorial Park, but to ensure our punctuality, the gender politics club arrived at 11:30 to an empty park, save a few 
dog walkers. Little did we know, a half hour later the park would be bustling with life, music, and protesters, ready to march. At 12:30 sharp, we were off and began march-
ing towards the Rhode Island State house, led by “Down By the Riverside”, performed by the Extraordinary Rendition Band (ERB). As the repetitive melody of “I ain’t 
gonna study war no more” dominated the streets of providence, the roads became overrun with peaceful protesters, marching for change and equality everywhere. The ERB 
started leading the march in one, last, powerful song as the march seared the top of the hill, and the state building came into view. And the view was gorgeous. 
 The normally empty square, was packed with what looked like 2000 activists and allies, all eagerly awaiting the arrival of the marchers, and the speakers to begin. All 
around us were voter registration tables, and donation centers for organizations like Planned ParentHood, and a few female sanitary product drives.Together, we crammed our 
way to the front of the crowd and onto the steps of the State House, mere yards away from the passionate activists that were about to speak in front of thousands. 
 With each unique speaker, the audience got a different perspective in the fight for equal rights. As a small group from the tri-town, it was inspiring to hear from people 
like Lisa Ranglin, a Lithuanian immigrant who runs the RI Black Business Association, and Justice Gaines, a transgender black woman, discuss the discrimination she faces 
due to intersectionality: the overlap of multiple levels of discrimination due to factors like race, gender, sexulity, and other social categorizations. Chants were shouted, songs 

were sung, and tears were shed, as each activist realized they weren’t alone. Many speakers led the unified 
crowd in motivational, and comforting speeches, and together we sung songs of perseverance, and hope. As the 
crowd became more and more engaged, it felt less like a crowd of strangers, and more like a family. 
 That afternoon had been spent listening to the challenges of all types of women from all all walks of life, 
and they all had the same messages: that together we will persevere, and that we should never, ever give up. The 
Gender Politics club was lucky enough to meet with MC for the rally, and trumpet player of the Extraordinary 
Rendition Band (ERB), Jessica Brown, who led the Women’s march into their last speech of the night. Jessica 
gave our small-club encouraging words of strength (and her business card) before she led the crowd through a 

beautiful ode to girls who refuse to be sorry for being themselves, an ode to girls who stand up for who they are 
and the other women around them. She emphasized the importance of unity, and support, and the real power 
behind teamwork, and ended the march with a quote that left audience members in tears. “We’ve got to work 
together, by ourselves the burden feels heavy. But if we could just come together we can lighten the load, and 

share this responsibility, together. ” 
With a blessing and a thanks, she left the stage, and somehow, we all knew we would be alright. 
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ENTERTAINMENT
VALENTINE’S DAY HOROSCOPES

BY ALICE BEDNARCZYK

Aries: (March 21-April 19) Roller-skates! 
As an Aries, you crave adventure and high speed, the open road and it’s hard blacktop pavement calling your name every chance 
it gets. You get roller skates for Valentine’s Day, because the giver knows you well-enough that they are aware at your dislike for 

gushy romance and your tendency towards the wind in your hair and familiar territory at your back. 

Taurus: (April 20-May 20) A Box of Chocolates!
How can you be a Taurus without receiving food on Valentine’s day? You open the heart shaped box with starving fingers, and 

pluck the deepest chocolate you can find out of its wrapping. When you bite into it, it is gooey with a texture you are not used to. 
You look at the filling oozing slowly out of the candy and see it is gently moving. You grab a trash can to hurl, and when you re-

turn all the chocolates in the box have gone, spreading themselves about your house in a panic from being eaten. You reach for the 
phonebook to call an exterminator, but light brown footprints that smell suspiciously of chocolate have already torn the page out. 

Gemini: (May 21-June 20) Concert Tickets!
The venue is small and packed, just how you like it. You prefer places with little room to think but plenty of air space to scream 
lyrics. The bouncer of hole-in-the-wall had a peculiar, almost fishy smell, with a pin that said “I heart the Loveland Frogman”. 

When you go to the bar a giant humanoid moth asks for your ID and a squirming tentacle stamps your hand confirming your pres-
ence. When you get to the edge of the stage with your drink, you notice the lead singer is a very hairy man, and so are his band-
mates. Wait, is that Bigfoot, the Yeti, and Sasquatch? Before you can catch your breath, Nessie asks for you to take her picture 

with the band’s drummer, a werewolf. 

Cancer: (June 21-July 22) An At-Home Dinner Date
When you get home, your significant other is in the middle of preparing a meal, flipping a saute pan up and releasing an acrid 

smell as black smoke fills the room. The smoke alarm goes off, and the two of you scramble to turn it off while also saving what-
ever was in the pan. You spend the rest of the night restarting the almost completed but burnt meal. In the end, your laughs fill the 

room and cover the food in a sauce of joy as you create something together. 

Leo: (July 23-August 22) Skydiving!
The most important thing to you is the thing that makes up your very being, the thing that gives you energy and drive and keeps 
you going: the sun. You feel a special connection to the sun, one where you can turn to it and say confidently, “I understand you, 
I get you.” Due to this, you long to be as close to the sun as possible, to absorb more of that energy and to really be in tune to that 

which you long to be. Flying up into the sky and leaping from a moving piece of metal barely hanging in the sky is the perfect 
way to do just that. 

Virgo: (August 23- September 22) A Movie Marathon!
You arrive at your date’s house, cuddling close with them as you watch a horror movie the two of you have been dying to see, 
but during the suspenseful parts there is a scratching at the door, a scratching that can be passed off as a branch against glass. 

As the movie sends chills down your spine, the scratching turns your blood cold, and only halts when your veins become warm 
again. During the heartfelt rom-com you’re watching, the scratching reaches a cacophonous screech.You jump off the couch and 
run down the stairs and fling open the front door and exit onto the front steps, releasing a tentative “Hello...?”. Nothing. You turn 

around to go back inside but the house is gone, there is only a door, and you find yourself scratching desperately at the worn wood 
to get back inside. 

Libra: (September 23- October 22) A Scrapbook
Sentimentality and having psychical memories matter a lot to you. The adventures you have had with your friends, the week-long 
vacations spent with your family, you want to preserve them forever. As you flip through the pages, you continue to see the same 
shadowy figure in pictures, always hovering right above your head. You rip through page after page, and the smuge of black mat-
ter only gets closer until it had definable limbs and a facial expression that reads as a malevolent grimace. You run to the mirror, 

and you see him there, standing behind you. 

Scorpio: (October 23- November 21) A Sidecar for your Motorcycle!
There are two main things you know about yourself: you like to go fast and you don’t like being with more than one other person. 

Your significant other knows you well enough that you don’t really want anything for Valentine’s Day, you find it to be a trivial 
holiday. They’re taking it as an opportunity to treat themselves via treating you. They’re tired of having to wrap their long tendrils 

around your waist and cram their non-existent body onto the motorcycle behind you. It’s hard dating an eldritch terror, but little 
compromises like a sidecar make everything easier.

Sagittarius: (November 22- December 21) A New Car!
There it sits in your driveway: a bright teal Chevrolet convertible with a giant red bow contrasting against its new coat of shiny 
paint. It’s the enthusiastic adventurer’s perfect travel car. A vehicle not for traversing through woods full of buried treasure and 

hidden secrets but for driving smoothly along the coast, salty wind in your hair as you deeply breathe in the calming atmosphere 
from the ocean. 

Capricorn: (December 22- January 19) A Bouquet of Red Roses!
As a Capricorn you like simple elegant things. Nothing too complicated or frivolous, just what gets the point across most ef-

ficiently. As you leave your house to start your day, you find a single rose on your doorstep. You admire its fragility and natural 
perfection. You wish to be the same. Throughout the day, you continue to find red roses in places where only you frequent: the 
third drawer in your desk, the glove compartment in your car. You return home, puzzled from the day’s events, and see the last 

rose, the twelfth, hovering eye-height in front of where you found the first one. With the other eleven in one hand, you reach out 
to pluck the final rose out of the air, pricking your finger on its thorns while doing so. You hear a pop, feel the flash of bright light 

that engulfs you, and cease to remain in this dimension. 

Aquarius: (January 20- February 18) A Crystal Ball! 
The people around you notice that you’re constantly day-dreaming, always thinking about the future and what it will bring. Your 
friends throw some money together to buy you one. When they hand it to you in an unassuming navy blue felt box, it’s weight 

means something to you, it feels heavy not with stone, but with knowing too much of what will happen, of being too aware of all 
the passing opportunities that will whizz by. You lift off the cover and look at it’s soft pink hue, made from rose quartz, a loving, 

healing stone. Your heart is warmed but your brain is confused. The clouds clear from your mind, and you suddenly find your 
purpose. 

Pisces: (February 19- March 20) A Seance!
For too long you’ve let things fall off shelves and crash onto floors, but you’re finally putting an end to it. You grab the most intui-
tive people you know and gather around your dining room table, holding hands with close eyes. Together, you hum. Together, you 
think of the departed. Together, you breathe. Together, you are one. With your combined efforts you banish the demon following 

you, and once the final syllable is spoken, the air around you calms down, and you finally find peace. 

Valentine’s Day is coming up, and nothing will be as it seems! Save yourself from being too surprised by reading 
your horoscope to find out what you’ll be getting on Valentine’s day! 
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SPORTS
ISAIAH THOMAS TO RETURN TO THE GARDEN
BY JULIA SMITH
 On August 22, 2017, Celtics Nation 
was in distress. Our beloved player, number 
4 had been traded to the Cleveland Cavaliers. 
Celtics fans were in shock. It didn’t make 
sense, he played for us through the hard-
est points in his life, through injury, and we 
traded him? Isaiah Thomas was the most 
influential player of the 2016-2017 Celt-
ics team. This point guard played with the 
Boston team from 2015 until 2017 when he 
was a part of a 5 part trade with Cleveland. 
The Celtics gave up Thomas, Jae Crowder, 
Ante Žižić, and their first-round draft pick, 
for one thing, point guard Kyrie Irving. Irving 
was worth it all, though. Isaiah Thomas is due 
back to TD Garden on February 11 This is the 
most anticipated game of the regular season 
for Celtics fans because Thomas is sure to 
show how he truly feels towards his former 
team. 
 Isaiah Thomas proved most valuable 
last season, he carried the team to the Eastern 
Conference finals. They had not played in 
this since 2012 against the Miami Heat where 
they lost 4-3 in the series. During the first 21 
games of last season, Thomas scored over 
20 points in almost every game, this streak 
ended when he was injured in early Decem-
ber and forced to miss four games due to a 
groin strain. His return after this injury is one 
that should be remembered, he hit his then-
career high of 44 points (36 of which during 
the second half) in a 112-109 overtime win 
against the Memphis Grizzlies.  He finished 
out December as Eastern Conference Player 
of the Week, with one game left. On Decem-
ber 30, Thomas broke a franchise record. 
He scored 29 of the 52 points he scored that 
game during the fourth quarter, being the first 
to score that many points in any quarter. This 
52 point game ranks him among the greatest 
in Celtics history, this is the fourth highest 
scoring record, Larry Bird holds first place 
with 60 points in a game. 
 Thomas definitely has the credentials 
to play with this team and he would consis-
tently prove that, but that isn’t all he brought 
to the table. Isaiah Thomas loved Boston, 
he loved the Celtics. The day before the first 
round of the playoffs our beloved number 

four found out his younger sister, Chyna 
Thomas, had died in a car accident. For the 
remainder of the postseason, the team wore 
black stripes on their jerseys’ in solidarity and 
remembrance of her. Isaiah Thomas still man-
aged to beat the Bulls in a 4-2 series, bringing 
the team to the Eastern Conference Semifi-
nals. In between these two series, Thomas 
flew home to attend his little sister’s services, 
but never missed a playoff game for the Celt-
ics. Number 4 carried the team through the 
Semifinals with a 4-3 series victory over the 
Washington Wizards. They would next face 
the Cleveland Cavaliers in the Eastern Con-
ference finals, the final step before the NBA 
Finals. Throughout game one of this series, 
Thomas played with a brutal hip injury that 
would end up removing him from the remain-
der of the postseason along with the majority 
of the current season. He only recently was 
cleared to play again.
 The Celtics have had a surprising 
season, to say the least, within the first seven 
minutes of the first game the best player 
on the team Gordon Hayward, was injured 
severely and deemed out for the rest of the 
season. The team then lost their first three 
games. After a team practice, the Celtics 
went on to have a 16 game winning streak, 
with Kyrie Irving leading the team. The team 
is now placed as number one in the Eastern 

Conference.
 With the two teams due to face in a 
few weeks fans are getting excited, but there 
is controversy. February 11, the day the teams 
will face in Boston, is also a memorable night 
for the team for another reason. The Celtics 
will be honoring former member and NBA 
Champion of 2008 Paul Pierce by retiring 
his jersey number. Pierce’s number will be 
displayed in TD Garden among legends like 
JoJo White and Larry Bird. This is an honor, 
to say the least, one that NBA players look 
forward to their entire career. With this being 
Isaiah Thomas’s first time playing against 
his former team, the Celtics offered to play 
a 90-second video to honor the former All-
Star. Pierce, along with his fans, were upset. 
To the point were Pierce called Danny Ainge, 
the Celtics’ General Manager trying to fix 
the situation. After no resolution, Thomas 
tweeted saying he wants to honor Paul Pierce 
as well and decided to pull the video. 
 The game is well anticipated and with 
good reason. The Cavaliers are number three 
in the Eastern Conference compared to the 
Celtics first place. With Isaiah Thomas back 
in the building and Paul Pierce’s ceremony 
nosebleed seats are going for $350 on Stub-
Hub. This matinee game on Sunday, February 
11 will be one to remember. 

DATE / TIME EVENT DETAILS
FEBURARY 17TH                     TBD ICE HOCKEY: VARSITY INVITATIONAL VS. ATTLEBORO @ MARTHAS VINE-

YARD REG HS
FEBURARY 18TH                     TBD ICE HOCKEY: VARSITY INVITATIONAL VS. MARTHAS VINEYARD REG HS 
FEBURARY 19TH                     6:30 PM BASKETBALL: GIRLS VARSITY GAME VS. NEW BEDFORD @ ORRHS GYM
FEBURARY 20TH                     3:30 PM
                                                     5:00 PM
                                                     6:30 PM

BASKETBALL: BOYS FRESHMEN GAME
BASKETBALL:BOYS JV GAME
BASKETBALL: BOYS VARSITY GAME

VS. NORTON @ OLD ROCHESTER RE-
GIONAL HS
VS. NORTON @ OLD ROCHESTER RE-
GIONAL HS
VS. NORTON @ OLD ROCHESTER RE-
GIONAL HS

FEBURARY 21ST                     8:00 PM ICE HOCKEY: VARSITY GAME VS. WAREHAM @ GALLO ICE ARENA

UPCOMING SPORTS EVENTS 
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OPINION
FEMINISM: WHY WE HAVE 
IT AND WHY WE NEED IT
  Since the feminist movement was first introduced, the topic has always been 
extremely controversial. At first, it was controversial because it was bringing forth new 
ideas that people didn’t want or understand. The idea of women actually having any kind 
of power was completely absurd to men, and even some women, since it was traditional 
for women to play the “housewife” role. Now, it’s controversial for different reasons. 
Whether it’s because of the belief that feminism isn’t necessary any longer, or the fear 
of what will happen when the feminist label is pushed into view, or the negativity that 
people have created around the ideas of feminism, the controversiality of the movement 
can’t seem to go away.
  Problems women face now are certainly different than problems faced by 

women in the past, but some age-old issues still exist. When you’re a woman in power and you’re authoritative, you’re seen as rude, cranky, and THAT boss everyone hates. If 
you’re a woman and you cry, you’re seen as weak and over-emotional, and incapable of handling yourself. It’s as if we can’t do anything right and can’t escape judgment. This 
carries over to areas beyond the workplace as well. It’s no secret that high school is a harsh, judgemental place, and it’s even worse for girls. Crushed by the pressure of our 
peers, we’re left unsure of how we’re ‘supposed’ to feel and what we’re ‘supposed’ to do to fit in. Are we supposed to be seemingly emotionless, or are we supposed to be vul-
nerable? Growing up, we’re told that if boys are mean to you, then they like you. If you say no to anything, it means yes. And to imagine, all of this is just in the early stages of 
life, when we’re still developing and learning the unwritten rules of the world. Now we have a distorted view of the world, and we believe that these actions are normal. Femi-
nism is here to twist that idea around, and show that this conduct isn’t what we deserve. It helps us unlearn stereotypes and push back against unfair treatment and expectations. 
 Supporting feminism and equal treatment seems obvious, but to some people, it’s not. People think being a feminist is being “anti-men,” and supporting the belief 
that women are superior to men. There is the belief held in society that feminism is solely based on beliefs of female superiority, and men deserve hatred and scorn. This is not 
the reality of feminism, but people don’t see that, often referring to feminists as “feminazis.” There are people who claim to be feminists that have these extreme beliefs, but 
they do not represent what feminism stands for. Around the halls of ORR, this stigma hangs heavily. But this isn’t only at ORR. It’s seen in schools and workplaces around the 
world. People think feminism isn’t needed anymore, that everyone’s already equal, and women just want more power. Most of this lack of support comes from the absence of 
education around the topic, and as stated above, the stigma. In the media feminists are portrayed as crazy man haters, and, for some reason, people believe this. With all of the 
memes about “triggered feminists”, it’s hard to take them seriously. People see this and they don’t actually know the true meaning of the movement, or the goals. Proper educa-
tion could end these misconceptions and have people backing the movement and supporting it. 
My friends and I have even dealt with many thoughtless comments about feminism, such as people genuinely believing that feminism was a synonym to complaining, and 
people asking whether or not you’d want your future child to be a feminist or have cancer (as if that’s even a question). We’re made to feel bad about fighting for equality. This, 
once again, ties into the idea that women aren’t allowed to be authoritative and loud about what we believe in. It also brings up the issue of men being ridiculed for being femi-
nists by their peers. Men will be called stupid for supporting the movement, due to the stigma that is put upon them by their fellow peers, and since it’s not “usual” that men are 
the ones being feminists. Women will get called whiny and complaining, and needing to recognize that problems we believe we face aren’t real or true.
 People are actually scared to call themselves feminists, even if they secretly are one. But, in reality, feminism is needed in high school a lot more than we let on. In 
the age group that we’re in, sexual harassment and sexual assault are more likely. This topic is something that people, especially teachers, are very hesitant to talk about, even 
though it’s something huge that people have to face all too much. According to a study by Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network (RAINN), every 98 seconds an American 
is sexually assaulted. That same study shows that women ages 16-19 are four times more likely to be a victim of some form of sexual assault. And this problem isn’t just for 
women, men face the same thing. 1 in every 10 rape victims are male, and 3% of men in America have experienced attempted or completed sexual assault. This isn’t just a 
simple problem, and it’s definitely not the only issue we face. 
 Starting education about equality and fair treatment at a young age seems to be the most beneficial thing we can do to help resolve this ongoing problem. Educating 
young boys and girls helps later generations understand and develop the, what should be conceived as, correct treatment towards everyone. Though it helps younger kids who 
are still developing opinions, teenagers and adults already have their strong opinions on what is the norm for the mannerisms of everyone around them. So as we teach younger 
people, we still need to fight to change the minds of the older generations, and the people in the high school environment. Even if the feminist education isn’t started at a young 
age, it can begin any time. Which, in a way, is one reason why this article was written. There are definitely people in high school, and people in ORR specifically, who don’t 
support feminism. Of course, everyone is entitled to their opinions. If people don’t want to support feminism, then they won’t support feminism. But, if there’s a chance that 
we can get these ideas out and hopefully encourage the people that don’t support it to recognize why it should be supported, then we’d be achieving some of our goals. We are 
making change, but social change is a slow process. As long as we keep fighting, change will be made, and our voices will be heard.

BY MARISA BRAGA AND AMANDA WHEELER

 If you love crime television shows just as much as I do, then you’re always 
looking for new ones to watch. I’ve seen “Law and Order,” and “How to Get Away 
With Murder” and almost everything under the sun. I wanted something that I could 
relate to, but also left me on the edge of my seat waiting to find out more. That was 
when I stumbled upon the CW show,“Riverdale.”
 “Riverdale” is not only a show, but a phenomenon. Inspired by the Archie 
Comics, it’s centered around the case of  Jason Blossom, who was mysteriously killed 
on the morning of July 4th. Fueled with the desire to solve the murder, a group of 
four high school students take it upon themselves to try and get justice for Jason. Ar-
chie, Betty, Veronica, and Jughead are the modern day Scooby Doo Gang. Jughead, 
the poetic bad boy of the show, is not only writing a book about the murder of Jason 
Blossom, but he is also the narrator of the show.
 This show is not just a great crime solving show, but also a great coming of 
age story. While the investigations are happening, the four also deal with their own 
problems at home and at school. Veronica’s dad is in prison, Jughead is homeless, 
Betty is trying to find her sister, and Archie’s mom is not in the picture. This show 
relates to teenagers who are going through high school and getting ready to start ap-
plying to college. The writers do this by including Betty’s struggles with college and 
her mom’s expectations and Archie’s father is hellbent on getting his son a football 
scholarship, even though Archie’s dream is to go to school for music. 
 “Riverdale” is the modern version of the Archie Comics. Archie Comics date 
back all the way to 1942, when the first comic was released. Since then, they have 
been in high demand. In 2015, they changed the face of the Archie Comics to a more 
modern look. They shortened the name to just Archie, and recreated the whole look 
of the characters and the comic itself to have a more modern tone, while still keep-
ing that original feel of the comic. In early 2017, the first episode of the TV rendition 
came out. In the show they use the tactic of making it darker and more mysterious 
this is gains the attention of possible viewers. 
 Another aspect that makes the show more appealing is the cast. Not only is 
the cast extremely attractive, but it is also full of actors whose names are recognizable 
in the media today. First we have our main character, the “hero” of our show, Archie 

Andrews, played by New Zealand native KJ Apa. He was seen playing teenage Ethan 
in the 2017 movie adaption of the book A Dog’s Purpose, but he made his big break 
in “Riverdale”.  Next, we have our not so typical girl next door, Betty Cooper, who is 
played by Lili Reinhart. This is not Ms. Reinhart’s first time on screen. She is seen in 
the show “Surviving Jack”, and made an appearance in an episode of Law and Order 
SVU. This is Camila Mendes breakout role she plays the badass new girl in town, 
Veronica Lodge. Last, but definitely not least, we have Jughead Jones, our realist and 
not so stereotypical bad boy,  played by Cole Sprouse. Sprouse is most known for 
playing Cody, on the hit Disney Channel series The Suite Life of Zack and Cody. He 
has also gained recent media attention due to his Twitter presence as well. In River-
dale, Sprouse brings a great level of emotions, in Season 1 Episode 12 (Anatomy of 
Murder), Jughead visits his dad after he is imprisoned. It is an extremely raw scene 
between a father and son, and Sprouse did very well with making this scene very real 
and intimate. These actors and actresses convey the characters perfectly, doing a great 
job bringing them to life on screen.
 Season 2 began on October 11, 2017, and the mid season premiere just came 
back on January 17, 2018. You can watch Season 1 on Netflix and the first half of 
Season 2 on The CW app. Riverdale airs on Wednesday’s at 8pm on The CW. 

RIVERDALE RAVES
BY KATIE MACLEAN
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REVIEWS

 Thor, smashing beasts with his hammer, Loki playing mind games with ev-
eryone,  Odin making all the wise decisions to protect the Gods- we have seen all of 
this in the latest Marvel movies, but how was Thor’s hammer Mjolnir even created? 
Or why does Odin have that eye patch? Well, the answers for all of those questions 
and more are in Norse Mythology. 
 Norse Mythology, by Neil Gaiman (Published in 2017), starts off with an 
explanation of what Norse mythology was and where it came from. This was not a 
religion but more just used as a source of enjoyment by Northern Europeans such 
as the Vikings. Gaiman then goes on to explain the creation of the nine worlds that 
the Norse Gods lived on. Thor, Loki, and their father Odin are the main characters 
in the book, but they are not as they are portrayed in the movies. Odin is a wise and 
powerful god, but also dangerous. Thor is strong but has a lack of wits. Loki, on the 
other hand, is much different than in the Marvel universe. He is tricky and cunning 
but can make the right choice some of the time. 
 At multiple points in the book, Neil Gaiman used hyperboles to make the 
reader feel inferior to those in the story. On page 98 one of the lines read:
 We have here the heaviest chains and shackles. Do you think you can break 
them 
 “I think I can,” said Fenris Wolf. 
 In this case, the gods bring chains to a wolf who believes he can break any 
chain and shackles. As humans, we already know that we would not be able to break 
or even carry this chain. By making us feel like lesser than the character in the story 
Gaiman also showcases the strength of the gods through hyperboles. Although the 
author was successful at getting his point across, as a reader some of the emotion 
was lost in his writing. When he hyperbolized things the meaning of the whole thing 
is lost. If we take the previous example, we know that it was not the heaviest chain 
ever and that this is just an exaggeration. What this does is show Fenris’s strength 
but you lose the realism and meaning of the story. I guess that these stories are not 
meant to be realistic, but it took away from the story.
 Norse mythology was a book of short stories, and I can’t think of one book 
that is stylistically similar to it. It is not the normal style of Neil Gaiman like in 
“The Graveyard Book” and it was very unique. Using different literary elements 
such as alliteration, hyperbole, personification he created a tone that sounded more 
like a storyteller  
 Norse mythology was better than most books we have to read in school 
based on enjoyment. It was like a breath of fresh air away from the usually stale 
readings of English class. Every story he tells uses the information the reader knows 
to create even more elaborate ones. I would recommend this book to any reader 

in search of something new and out there. For me specifically, I was intrigued by 
learning more about Thor’s backstory because he is in many Marvel movies. If you 
fit either of these categories I would suggest you find the time to sit down and read 
it. Even if you are a person short on time, the stories are never too long so you don’t 
have to chug through the whole thing.
 This book was one of the best I read in a while because it shared common 
themes with The Lord of the Rings as well as telling the stories of the nine worlds 
the Gods of Aesir live on. After reading the book I rewatched the trailer for Thor: 
Ragnarok and already I saw many new connections to Norse Mythology. When it 
comes down to it you don’t need to know anything about this subject. For me, it was 
just a personal connection, but I would recommend this to anyone in need of a good 
read.

NEIL GAIMAN SMASHES CRITICS WITH ANOTHER MYTHIC HIT
BY BRET ROOD

   “There are books scattered on the floor of a house, the clean white pages opened at random, unknowingly 
awaiting their fate. They soon find out, for it is only a brief moment until the flames are there to greet them. Fire leaps 
out of the mouth of the flamethrower and engulfs the books in a blur of hot, angry madness. In an instant they are gone, 
the remains of the pages sizzling and curling into gentle black ashes. The fireman smiles at the heap of charred embers 
beneath his feet, satisfied with his work. “It was a pleasure to burn,” he thinks to himself, and sets off to further protect 
the world.”

   In the book Fahrenheit 451, published in 1953 by Ray Bradbury, burning books is not uncommon. In fact, 
it’s a simple, everyday practice designed to keep society safe. Safe, that is, from the terrors that the power of words 
cause. Thus, a special type of fireman is employed to burn books and the houses they’re in, and if necessary, anyone 
who stands in their way. A certain fireman -- our main character, Montag -- cherishes his job setting fire to words. Until 
one day, he encounters a girl on the street that encourages him to question everything about his own life and makes him 
rethink everything he has come to accept. Throughout the novel, the reader follows Montag’s struggle to find the moral-
ity in his work, and once he’s exposed to the power books hold, there’s no turning back.
The extent of Montag’s conflicts are illustrated through Bradbury’s use of a variety of rhetorical devices. One of these 
key devices is syntax. On multiple occasions during the book, Montag seems to come close to insanity. To emphasize 
the senseless thoughts racing through his character’s brain, Bradbury uses short, broken sentences. This first can be 
noticed in the lines that describe Montag’s thoughts towards the beginning of the book, “One, Clarisse. Two, Mildred. 
Three, uncle. Four, fire. One, Mildred, two, Clarisse. One, two, three, four, five, Clarisse, Mildred, uncle, fire, sleeping 
tablets, men, disposable tissue, coattails, blow, wad, flush, Clarisse, Mildred, uncle, fire...” The author in these lines 
show how Montag is trying to process everything racing through his mind, but to no avail. The syntax helps the reader 
understand Montag’s madness. This strategy is used by Bradbury multiple times throughout the book, when trying to 
convey the sense of chaos Montag is experiencing.

   Metaphors are usually common, but Bradbury’s are worth taking note of. While this device is employed many 
times throughout the book, there are some that are more significant than others. In lines near the end of the novel, he writes about Montag’s experience, “He felt as if he had 
left a stage behind and many actors. He felt as if he had left the great séance and all the murmuring ghosts. He was moving from an unreality that was frightening into a real-
ity that unreal because it was new.” This represents how everything is just for show, and there is no real substance to their society, because they have come to accept every-
thing that is superficial. The point the author is trying to make in this passage is that the world leading up to this point was simply fake, hiding the real identity of humanity. 
Now that the war is over, people can shed the burdens of their virtual worlds and embrace everything life has to offer.
This book finds its place in the curriculum as it encourages readers to question the world around them. It mirrors the theme most closely to that of Slaughterhouse-Five by 
Kurt Vonnegut and Animal Farm by George Orwell, two books that are read in the tenth grade classroom. In Slaughterhouse-Five, Vonnegut’s story undermines the purpose 
of war. In Animal Farm, Orwell makes a statement about authority and corruption. Both of those authors want the reader to consider the things they usually accept blindly. 
In a similar way, Bradbury wants his readers to think about what could become of the world if we stop questioning things and let absolute authority censor our everyday 
lives. This year, as an eleventh grade student who is learning to make sense of the world, I take the message of these books with me and they influence the way I think about 
everyday life.
 Fahrenheit 451 has found its place on the shelf of my all time favorite books. When Mr. Howie mentioned it during class last year, I knew it definitely would be 
interesting, to say the least. Having now read and analyzed it, I am fascinated with the way it promotes alternative thinking and leaves you pondering its message long after 
you have finished reading. Few books have ever made me consider the world from such an abstract perspective the way Fahrenheit 451 did. Do we question things, or are 
we really just among those in society who accept things for what they appear to be? In a time where there is much debate about government and authority, it is particularly 
relevant. In a way, it is a warning of a government that could come about if we stop questioning things. While it might be a little extreme to say everyone should read this 
book, I think anyone who reads it will find it intriguing. All high schoolers should read Fahrenheit 451 and consider the role its message plays in their own life.

FAHRENHEIT 451 SCORCHES COMPETITION
BY ROSEMARY LOER
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 In a world of social media that is dominated by memes and irony it can 
be tough to decipher what is sarcastic and what is not. This is called Poe’s Law, 
when something is so sarcastic it can be seen as serious, therefore losing its face-
tious nature. For example I remember listening to Lil Pump in the early summer 
of last year in the car with my friend. We listened to it laughing at the terrible 
beat and nonsensical lyrics, yet later I found myself humming the tune and add-
ing it to a playlist.
  Lil Pump and his brand of rap is popular not because it is good but be-
cause the irony of listening to it was lost on the people who started listening for 
a laugh. This seems unfair when people with real talent will never be as success-
ful and mainstream. It’s sad to say that people like Earl Sweatshirt who carefully 
craft double and triple entendres in his bars will most likely never emerge from 
underground and out of the shadows of other artists.

The Come Up
 The Chicago born lyricist, Earl, got his start releasing on Soundcloud in 
2008 under the name Sly Tendencies with the tape Kitchen Cutlery.  Listening to 
his early work there is  a huge difference in the way he speaks and the contents 
of his of his raps. Almost all of his songs as Sly in his earlier work talk about his 
life on the streets of the windy city, paying homage to gangster rap. While his 
latest album is filled with his feeling of depression and struggles with drugs and 
family life. There is an obvious lack of production in the beats backing his bars, 
they mostly consist of a heavy bass, abrasive snare and a sub-par instrumental 
on repeat which starkly contrast with his modern rhythms. The track Wattstax is 
almost unlistenable; it’s mixed terribly with deafening adlibs and a cheap beat. 
This is also the case for the rest of the EP with vocals overtaken, drowned and 
smothered by instrumental.
  Although there is a definite rift between Kitchen Cutlery and his newer 
work like I Don’t Like Shit, I Don’t Go Outside, you can see some parallels. 
What is similar is his sharp pronunciation and delivery of his lines. These are less 
impressive than his latest but that is to be expected being he was only 14 and had 
not honed his craft until later in his career. He references his lack of resources in 
his song Molliwopped, of the same album, talking about his “GarageBand Flow.”
At 15 he was signed to a major label, Odd Future, he changed his name and 
joined the likes of Frank Ocean, Hodgy, and the legend Tyler, the Creator him-
self, the rapper, producer, and acting extraordinaire. After 2 years with the label 
he started using hard drugs and his mother sent him to Coral Reef Academy in 
the Isle of Samoa, an all boys military. He addressed this in his 2015 release 
Faucet with the line:

 It hurt cause I can’t keep a date or put personal time in  
A reverse of the times when my face didn’t surprise you
Before I did the shit that earned me my term on that island
Can’t put a smile on your face through your purse or your pocket

 This set of lines shows his lack of a social life due to his greed for mon-
ey. It also tells the story of his and his mother’s relationship which was healthy 
before he was a drug addict and went to rehab and now it’s rare that she sees his 
face, that they’re strangers and that he can’t resolve their problems with money.
 He came out with one project with Odd Future (OFWGKTA), a hip hop 
group formed in LA, which has included members such as Tyler, the Creator, and 
Earl Sweatshirt himself. Their label is self-titled, which Earl released in. I’m not 
entirely in love with this album, the sounds are totally different with a Tyler , The 
Creator-esque sound and feel, despite this I appreciate the album as it serves as a 
turning point in Earl’s rap career.

 Earl’s latest lyrical release  WIND IN MY SAILS,  was dropped exclu-
sively on SoundCloud in the wee hours of the morning, it is an Alchemist pro-
duced vibe sesh. Along with the fantastically funky sample from Earl Thomas’ 
Slippin Around he seems to be on a new track, a positive swing, instead of vent-
ing his life problems he talks about the dark times in his life in retrospect saying 
things like: 

I listen to my past when it whisper to me
Half of it makes sense
My n---a half of it riddles to me

 This meaning that when he looks back on his past and he doesn’t know 
why, what and how he did half the things he did, they’re “riddles” to him. He 
references his past of self-harm and getting past it talking about his lack of a “Sa-
tan” which had played a role in his life for years, his “Satan” being depression 
and suicidal thoughts, and his effort to get past them.  This line: 

Wrist takers, no Satan, new dance moves
It could be your last move

Harshly combats his song Moonlight off Earl where he says:

Dancing with the devil tonight’s our first recital
His hands on my hips he take control of my movement
A couple of minutes pass and I don’t know what I’m doing

 Basically saying that he is possessed by his own thoughts and feelings, 
and there is nothing he do to to stop him because he doesn’t know what  he’s do-
ing. 
         An artist as talented as him should not be as underexposed and underappre-
ciated as he is. The fact of the matter is he will never be a mainstream artist, his 
flow and content is extremely different compared to Drake who uses mostly club 
beats and snare. It’s sad to say that someone with that much talent and potential 
won’t make it onto the charts, where he should be.

ENTERTAINMENT


