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  You may have heard it in the halls of the English wing. 12th grade 
Honors English will not be running next year. There will only be an A level 
and an AP class. For many students, this change caused some confusion. Ethan 
Mort (Sr.), a veteran of both Honors and AP English classes, commented, 
“They are either pushing kids into A or AP when there are kids in the middle of 
that pack. I don’t think it’s good to force kids above or below their standards.” 
Many students cited their concern, but above all their confusion. Why is this 
happening? Will anything be replacing it? What is the new Monsters, Murder 
and Madness class? Are there not enough kids to fill up an Honors course? 
English Department head, Mr. Biehl said that the size of the Honors class was 
not an issue, there are two sections of Honors and two sections of AP. The 
change was made for more content reasons than anything else. 
  Biehl explained, “Basically AP and 12 Honors are so similar, the cur-
riculum is the same.” Unlike the 11th grade AP course, which focuses on non-
fiction, rhetoric and argument, the 12th grade AP class centers around literary 

devices and the deep questions. Both Honors 12 and AP 12 assigned readings include; Hamlet by William Shakespeare, Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, Fran-
kenstein by Mary Shelley, Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller. Both classes even do the same major projects of the year. The College Application Essays, the 
infamous Who am I project  and the Senior Project are all done quite similarly. “The only difference is the exam...we wanted to give people more options like 
the Monsters course,” he explained. The “Monsters” course, or officially known as Monsters, Murder and Madness  is a thematic class that will be an option for 
Seniors starting next year in replace of choosing A level, 12 AP or Creative English 12. It will contain the books of both 12 Honors and AP LIT, but be focusing 
more on the specific literary theme of monsters and mystery. Students will investigate the depths of the human mind and discover how monsters can show our 
darker human instincts. Works will include, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, Dracula by Bram Stoker, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey and vari-
ous works by Stephen King. Not to mention some television shows and famous myths.Biehl stated, “Students could focus on a theme that could appeal to them 
more than a general course.” The English department would eventually like to add more themed courses in the future. For example, Mr. Biehl claimed he would 
love to run a thematic course based on memoirs and biographies, along with a ‘Shakespeare and Drama’ class. Ms. Wickman, the creator of Monsters, Murder 
and Madness said these alternative English classes would be more like college classes where what you study is more specific content rather than just classes by 
grade or level. For example, taking “French History Class” rather than A level History 9 is more in the style of a university. 
 Mr. Devoll made it clear that this decision to cut Honors English 12 from the curriculum was a decision in the works for a while now and he assures 
students that whatever decisions were made were for the student’s ultimate success. “I could see this happen elsewhere [the alternative thematic courses]. I’ve 
seen this happen in Social Studies and giving kids more options is always a good thing,” Devoll stated. “We will be giving kids more choices in the future.” 
Devoll also confirmed that almost all the English teachers had future themes that they could build courses around, similar to the “Monsters” course. 
AP English student and writer for The Wanderer, Jo Caynon (Sr.) suggested that the school should offer a more scientific writing class for students pursuing 
STEM. She stated, “I almost wish we had a ‘STEM’ english class that teaches us to write more journalistic essays, formal non-fiction writing and lab reports.” 
She also expressed with the agreement of other students listening in that ORR should offer a course solely about grammar. “We basically have no grammar 
lessons even in AP,” stated Caynon.  Although it’s hard to believe any student would sign up for a entirely grammar based course, many students feel general 
English courses have abandoned learning basic grammar.  (CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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CARLY O’CONNELL WINS ANNUAL POETRY OUT LOUD CONTEST

BY MARISA BRAGA
 Since 2005, Poetry Out Loud has been taking over schools 
across the country. Poetry Out Loud is a competition based on memo-
rizing and reciting poems, and it’s aimed to help students with their 
public speaking skills. For three years, our school has been participat-
ing in this event. On February 6th, ORR students competed against 
each other after practicing 
their chosen poems to see 
who would be the one to 
move on to the next level.
 The 6 student 
participants of 2018 were 
Madeline Hartley, Emma 
Gabriel, Andrew Steele, 
Jacqueline Barrett, Claire 
Noble Shriver, and Carly 
O’Connell. 
 There were two 
rounds of poem recita-
tions. During the first 
round, competitors would 
recite their first poem, 
and during the second 
round, they would recite 
their second. Person-
ally some of my favorite 
poems recited were Mr. 
Darcy by Victoria Chang, 
recited by Andrew Steele, and What the Oracle Said by Shara McCal-
lum and Dear Reader by Rita Mae Reese, which was recited by Carly 
O’Connell.
 I hesitantly attended the event after school that Tuesday. 
Though I do have a small interest in poetry, I didn’t think I’d be too 
intrigued with the recitations. I’ve always loved hearing poets recite 

their own original works. However, I ended up enjoying the event 
immensely. Students recited their poems beautifully, pulling me in 
as soon as it started. One poem that I loved in particular was Dear 
Reader. I was confused on the direction of it, at first, but as it went 
on, I started to understand. To top that all off, Carly O’Connell, the 

student who recited the poem, 
put emotion into her recitation. 
It made perfect sense when the 
emotions in her voice mixed 
with the poem. This showed 
especially when she said the 
lines, “This way is death, and 
this way, after a longer walk, is 
death, and that way is death but 
you won’t see it until it is right 
in front of you.” 
 Of course students made 
a few mistakes here and there. 
At times, there were forgotten 
lines and brief pauses. Even 
with this, the overall recitation 
of each and every poem was 
stunning and clear. Every poem 
was different, each one with a 
new and unique meaning be-
hind it, and each person captur-
ing this perfectly. 

After the judges talked amongst themselves and came to a decision, 
the winner of this event turned out to be Carly O’Connell, who recited 
both What the Oracle Said by Shara McCallum and Dear Reader by 
Rita Mae Reese.

 The sky is dimming in Europe as xenophobic alt-right parties are on the rise all 
across the continent: nationalist rallies flood the streets of Poland, and echos of anti-
immigrant screams can be heard through the night. Nationalism has been taking over 
Europe and even now Germany, whose self-inflicted wounds of nationalism is still seen 
and felt over the country, may seem victim to it. 
 Germany has long been a bastion of stability within the tumultuous European 
Union facing troubles from major European countries such as the United Kingdom, 
France and Italy. The Christian Democratic Union (current leading party), a traditional 
European conservative party headed by the strong minded Angela Merkel who has been 
the chancellor, the equivalent of President in simple terms, of Germany for four terms 
now, taking the chancellorship back in 2005 and holding power since. German politics 
were put to the test the last federal election in September last year. Germany is a federal 
parliamentary republic with a strong executive branch (the chancellor and the president) 
and legislative branch (the Bundestag which handles federal affairs and the Reichstag 
which handles regional affairs), the recent federal elections was for seats within the 

Bundestag, the party or most of the times coalitions of parties with similar ideologies or goals holds a majority of the seats within the Bundestag, they hold the power 
within the country. For the last few years, the “Grand Coalition” between the CDU and their main opposition party, the Social Democratic Party (SPD) kept the power 
based on a center-left agenda. However in the last election there was something different. All the establishment parties such as the CDU and the SPD saw a downturn in 
support in the 2017 federal election and saw the introduction of AFD, an ultra far right party. 
  In the last election, no party was able to achieve an electoral majority within the Bundestag as the CDU and the Social Democratic Party (SPD) both did worse 
than most expected while the far-right party surged and the CDU and the SPD was at first unwilling to compromise a “Grand Coalition” to achieve majority power in the 
Bundestag which would’ve been great news for the AFD. As we’ve seen multiple times in history, especially with the Weimar Republic before Hitler consolidated power 
or the Provisional Government in Russia before the October Revolution, electoral chaos usually does wonders for extremist parties as a second election would have to be 
called.
 So just how far right is the AFD party? To start off they are huge Euroskeptics which would be the nail to the coffin to the European Union already facing troubles 
in big members such as Britain, Italy and France. Then, they’re also anti immigrant, hailing the refugee crisis (most of the refugees are from the Middle East) as an “Islam-
ic Invasion of Europe”. They’re also backed by Russia and increasingly pro-Russia. As of right now in recent pollings, for the first time in post war history, the AFD party 
has surpassed the long time second highest polled opposition party, the SPD. The AFD is now being polled at 16% while the SPD is at 15.5% the CDU, the ruling party has 
32%. Thankfully, however the CDU and the SPD parties have reached a compromise, not allowing a second election. 
 Why is the AFD Party so popular? Progressive Pushback. While British politics were dominated by Margaret Thatcher, German politics dominated by Konrad 
Adenauer a notable conservative from the Christian Democratic Union (CDU as it will be referred to in the rest of the article) and French politics dominated by Charles 
de Gaulle and the party that would rise under him, Europe saw a great deal of progressive ideals. Over the course of post-war Europe we saw the creation of what started 
off as a common market now turned into a political and military union, the European Union and more in general, legalization of gay marriage, loosening of immigration 
and labor laws, the strengthening of German democracy and the introduction of democracy to ex-Eastern Bloc countries such as Ukraine and Poland. This is now however 
causing an unexpected (or perhaps we should have expected this) of energizing the far right in their crusade to push back progressivism and return Europe to their “roots’, 
whatever definition each different alt-right nationalist of each country is willing to provide.
 While of course it’s foolish to say that what’s happening in 2018 is identical to what was happening in the 1920’s and 1930’s in Europe, as Mark Twain says “His-
tory doesn’t repeat itself but it often rhymes.” One can only guess what the future will entail. 

GERMANY: DEJA VU?
BY ETHAN MORT

PHOTO CREDITS: Allison Barker
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Would you be able to name any of the cafeteria workers, or “The Lunch Bunch” as they like 
to call themselves? Despite all of the hard work that goes into every meal, not many have had 
a conversation with our cafeteria workers. Our school’s cafeteria workers spend the first half 
of their day, five days a week, making us food with no thanks required, just $3.00. Despite 
the vital importance of our “Lunch Bunch”, their work is sometimes underappreciated. With 
their joyous music and happy smiles, they are an important part of our school community. As 
a tribute to our lovely servers, we decided to interview three cafeteria workers at our school to 
find out more about who they are and the work they do for ORR students. 

What’s your role in the cafeteria?
Carolynn- “I’m the manager. ”
Lynee- “Cook, (salad maker) Cashier”
Jeannie- “Cook (multitasker, smoothie maker, parfait maker), Cashier”

How long have you been working at the school?
Carolynn- “11 years”
Lynee- “9 years”
Jeannie- “9 years” 

You play music in the cafeteria quite often! What’s your favorite song?
Lynee- “Anything Michael Jackson! That seems to be a big favorite among the kids!” 
Jeannie- “Anything upbeat!”
Carolynn- “Oh boy, I don’t think we have a favorite song. I mean obviously we have a large 
variety of music, everyone brought in what they like so it’s just an amalgamation. Someone 
comes in and brings a CD and plays it. We try to keep it to upbeat music and I think it helps. 
Ever come into a story and it’s quiet? It’s horrible.” 

How do multiple lunches affect the day? How do you prepare for each of the lunches?
Carolynn- “High school is a little different, but we have an idea throughout, first lunch 
seemed big so we know last lunch will be smaller. We keep track of how many lunches we’re 
selling. We also keep production sheets.”

What do you do with leftover food?
Carolynn, Lynee, Jeannie all stated that “We try to save as much as we can, and  cook it up 
next day” and reiterated that there’s “very little waste”.  

Carolynn later reiterated in a follow up interview that, “We do use a lot of any vegetables 
leftover, soups, refreeze them and use them for another time, we do eventually work it into 
something. We plan it out so there’s usually very little. Each girl fills out their own production 
sheet and at the end of the day they list how much food they have left at the end of the day. 
We use those production sheets to find out what to do from year to year.” 

Is there any preference towards any type of food between the Jr High and High School? 
Carolynn- “Definitely always the first half of the year, Jr High is all about pizza. Coming from 
the elementary school that does stuffed crust, and I’m not trashing them, but we make ours 
homemade and think it’s better. And I can’t get them off the other servery no matter what I 
did.  The Jr. High students want to stay with their friends. ” 

Favorite meal to make?
Carolynn- “We like to make what you guys like. Popcorn chicken is one. We like to get 
creative and think of new things and different things to do, Jeannie has come up with different 
salad dressings and soups.” 

Do you think students appreciate the little things you do?
Carolynn “I do, you guys are all very polite, and I feel you guys do show your appreciation 
and I notice a lot of the staff communicate and try to get your input on what you like. I think 
we have a very good relationship with the students.” 

Any food you wish you could bring to the tables? 
Lynne- “I think it’s a matter whether you guys would like it all. We would love more home 
cooked meals like shepherd’s pie, but it hasn’t gone over well.” 
Carolynn- “I don’t know, we do a lot of thinking about planning on the menus and we’re 
thinking the important thing is serving what you guys are going to eat, we don’t want to bring 
anything out you guys are indifferent. We know food is not an option. We would love to do 
more meatloaf, and home cooked meals but we don’t get the participation we need for that. 
The kids that do get is love but not enough try it. It seems they’re afraid and they stick with 
pizza instead.”

Do you have a specific meal plan?
Carolynn- “We have to follow a guideline. So many grains a week, so many meats/proteins. 
So we do have to follow a guideline. No salt but the big news is next year: white bread will be 
back! {laughter}”

When did that guideline start?
Jeannie- “About when Michelle Obama really came into effect at 2012. ” 

Are the regulations just statewide or federal, also can you describe some of the regula-
tions? 
Carolynn “State and federal, when it comes to menu planning it’s a task as we have to think 
about what you get and how much you get. We have to give you vegetable a day, every color 
vegetable. To me it seems wasteful as we have to have 3 of the five components or not we’re 
forcing you to take one.”

What do you love about being a lunch lady? 
Carolynn “I love the people I work with, I love feeding all you guys and working with them”
Jeannie - “Of course probably the students but also the hours are nice, we get summers off and 
the days you get off too.”  
Lynne “Seeing the looks on the children. Food makes everyone happy so this is a happy place. 
So making the students happy makes us happy.” 

What’s the secret to the quesadillas? 
Carolynn- “Secret to the quesadillas is opening up the box and plop it in the oven. {Laugh-
ter}” 
Jeannie- “But the rice is home-made.” 

How do you decide what to bring to the menu? 
Carolynn- “When we try something different on the menu, we always plan it for at least one 
day, a “try day”  We’re trying panini soon, february 16th. A couple of new things we’ll be try-
ing in the month in february. Buffalo mac and cheese soon, actually tomorrow!” 

Any thoughts on the duration of lunch? 
Carolynn “Our director will be talking to Mr. Parker about the extending the lunch period, but 
I’m not sure that’s possible with your class schedule.” 

How is the atmosphere in the kitchen?
Carolynn “We’re a really cohesive team if one person is out sick everybody jumps in, when I 
first started, the atmosphere was very bad, that staff retired and now it seems like we’re a little 
family. Someone’s having a bad day, everyone there is to pick it up. A lot of these girls, I was 
friends with even before we worked here...sometimes we even do stuff outside of work!” 

Recently we had a chinese chicken vendor come into the cafeteria, any plans on trying 
that again with different vendors? Will we be seeing that chinese chicken soon? 
Carolynn “We are working to get the vender through the company we work with so expect 
that soon too. They actually came back on professional development day and worked with us. 
Lo Mein with chicken we’re trying to work out where we can purchase that. Just for some-
thing different, when we do the menu I feel it’s always the same thing so I’m like, let’s try 
something different!” 

Ever thought about having students volunteer in the kitchen during a bulldog block? 
“Recently talked to Mr. Parker about that, obviously safety is first concern but there are other 
things, a few years back we did have a young girl back that would come and help back. It’s an 
awesome experience as I even had students come in and was amazed as all the equipment. It’s 
cool to know, I never experienced that in high school. Maintenance has student assistance at 
different times in the day. ” 

Final Thoughts

Carolynn- “We’re in the top 15 in the state when it comes to school lunches. If you come to 
us”

Lynne- “We have a lot of good variety, we’re hoping things are getting better”
9 for a special request for allergies, vegans or vegetarians” 

The “Lunch Bunch” loves feedback! What do you want? 
Why aren’t you buying lunch? Send any requests or 
questions to carolynnbrown@oldrochester.org!

BY ETHAN MORT, NOAH PAKNIS, RILEY BART

BEYOND THE CAFETERIA 

PHOTO CREDITS: Julia Melloni

(left to right) Kathleen, Jeannie, Carolynn, Sue, Lynne, Rita ( bottom), Yvette, Julie, Rachel
PHOTO CREDITS: The Lovely Lunch Ladies :) 
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 Jenny Durocher (Jr.), was confused by the English Depart-
ment’s decision, “I think a lot of us were upset about the subtraction 
of 12 Honors because AP doesn’t really focus as much on the basic 
English studies and is more preparing you for the exam and A level 
is a much slower pace than a lot of us are used to. The teachers said 
that A Level and Honors senior year were basically the same class 
so we were confused as to why they would cut the one that helps 
your GPA as opposed to the one that doesn’t, granted the difference 
is slight.” Durocher went on to say, “As for the new classes they are 
introducing, I think it could be a cool addition to the studies espe-
cially for people who enjoy that kind of material.” 
 Creative English is another option for students who are lost 
about their Senior year English choice. It balances the creativity one 
might have in a honors class with a basic english class. It’s a popu-
lar choice among ORR students. Senior, Micheal Leavens, claimed, 
“I don’t get Shakespeare, but because of Creative English I do 
now.” 
 The subtraction of 12 Honors seemed to be a contentious 
choice for the English Department. For many students who have 
taken Honors all their high school career, they will be faced with a 
difficult choice. Students who feel they have to take a higher lever 
class will be pushed into AP, even though they are not required to 
take the exam. Will this force kids to push themselves or just take 
the easy route? Will the thematic courses take hold and become a 
new way for kids to understand literature? Will there be drawbacks 
to having so many options? Only time will tell. 

WINDS CHANGE IN ORR’S 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
( CONTINUED ) 
BY ISABELLA RODRIGUES

Most Likely to Be President 
Evan Costa 

Most Likely to Write the next Harry 
Potter 
Hannah Powers

Most Likely to Win the Lottery and 
lose the ticket 
Jenna Aruri 

Most Likely to Be on a Reality Show 
Bella Sauro

Most Likely to Be Late to Graduation 
Cam Buler 

Most Likely to Trip at Graduation 
Hannah Ciccatelli

Most Likely to Be Your Boss 
Sam Pasquill 

Most Likely to Invent the Next iPhone 
Evan Tilley

Most Likely to Win an Olympic Medal 
Harry Smith

Most Likely to Tell it Like it is 
Kacey Henriques & Sam Ellis

Best Beard
Alexander Lorenz

Best Whip
Tanner Figueiredo 

Most Likely to Become a Youtube Star
Haleydawn Amato 

Best Facial Expressions
Andrew Miller

Best Sneeze
Carly Demanche

Most Likely to Travel the World 
Abby Dyson

Most Likely to Become a Farmer
Aidan Thayer 

Most Likely to Come Back to Teach at 
ORR
Mackenzie Drew

Best Candidate for the CIA
Michael Fisher

Biggest Flirt 
Bennett Fox & Madison Carvalho

Best Comebacks
Bryce Miedzionoski

Best Gamer
Emo Schiappa

Best Sneakers
Destyn Miranda

Most likely to get in a fender bender in 
the parking lot
Trevor Stopka

Cutest Couple That Never Was
Ainslee Bangs and Jahn Pothier

Worst Case of Senioritis 
Sam Ellis

Best Bromance
Zack Kelley and Kyle Gillis

Best Eyes 
Arissa Francis & Sam Ellis

Most Likely to Succeed
Evan Tilley

Most likely to Get the Teacher off Topic
Zack Kelley

Best Dressed
Mackenzie Good & Matteo Momigliano

Class Clown
Kat Tracy 

Most school spirit
Madisen Martin

Most likely to cheer you up
Jake Thompson 

Teacher’s Pet
Madisen Martin

Best Laugh
Celia Deverix    

Best Smile
Lidsey Morella

Best Accent
Matteo Momigliano

Gym Warrior
Harry Smith 

Drama King/Queen
Chris Savino & Elle Gendreau 

Celebrity Look Alikes
Caroline Regis (Nancy from Stranger 
Things) 

Most likely to burst into song at lunch
Chris Savino 

Most likely to have an iTunes hit 
Emily Marraffa 

Most likely to have their artwork sell 
for millions
Lindsey Merolla 

Super fan
Parker Truesdale

Most likely to get a star on the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame
Jackie Roussell

Most likely to be on Jeopardy!  
Jahn Pothier 

 Most likely to ‘Murica
Cam Demarco 

Most likely to have an autograph that is 
worth money someday
Harry Smith

Most likely to change the world
Evan Tilley

Best Hair 
Ainslee Bangs

Best Friend
Ian Craig

2018 SENIOR SUPERLATIVE WINNERS
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  “Do you know what Jesus Christ said before he was crucified? 
And now, this is the end. This is the end old buddy. It’s done. No more. 
It’s over. It’s done.” - My final interaction with Howie, asking him if he 
had a PO Box. He was referring to my inkling to stay in touch. 
  It is known that Charles Howie has lived well over one-thou-
sand years. But the most recent physical incarnation of the man, the one 
who left our school a month ago, had been teaching here since the 1960s. 
When I approached Howie, tasked by the Paw Prints crew with interview-
ing the man, he remarked that I resembled a gangster or mafioso, straight 
out of the movie Goodfellas; here for “just business”. “We can’t have a 
conversation like that, you and I. Friends, we could. You know, guy to 
guy. But this is just business”, he said to me. The general sentiment of this 
response was expected. I did not fill his shoes with cement so he could 

sleep with the fishes, as the mafiosos do in the movies. I walked away, amused, and in awe. 
 Charles Howie was a cultural hero in Old Rochester Regional High School. That was, whether he agreed with his position or not, the way 
things were. Throughout the years, his followers comprised of students who were intoxicated with his wise guy attitude. Here was a man who 
asked questions, of himself, of the students. Many learned not Chemistry in his class, but of a way to question and inquire the world around them, 
in a non-traditional way. The ones he inspired most were disaffected. More often than not they were naturally curious, and wishful for an ulterior 
mode of thinking, opposed to the one disseminated into our brains in school. 
 When I asked Ms. Judy Johnson, a favorite teacher-sub and former longtime English teacher at OR if she had any stories on Howie, she 
immediately remarked that he had been “the most brilliant man [she had] ever known”. “He had such a wealth of knowledge in all the subject 
field’s taught at the school. Probably even more in my own subject area (English) than I did.” It was his curiosity that acted as saturation tool for 
his mind. This curiosity was then in turn imparted or atleast to his students, some more than others. 
 The beauty of Charles Howie was that he didn’t stand above his students or peers as an intellectual elitist. He was not around to give orders 
or to declare to his fellow human beings what he thought. He was to ask them what they thought. Howie democratized inquiry in his own way. 
This facet is reflected in the best teachers of this school, of any school. Education is not the stuffy, standardized conveyor belt that we so often vi-
sualize it to be. It is not merely a road to income. Education is an organic vessel. It is the means by which human beings can decide and delineate, 
create and consider. Intellectualism is too often associated with elitism, with being bookish or removed. It is many a time tied to trivia knowledge 
or attaining a high grade-point average, by eventual large salaries and many years in school. Education, it is said, is to prepare us for the economy. 
It is fatalistic, it is the lubrication of an economic cog, churning onwards to eternity. To question the world, in any way outside the guidelines set 
forth in school or beyond the answers on a test is to be out of line, a cog that does not work for the system. This is what Howie defined as “school 
house games”. To him, general curiosity and intrigue were not harnessed or nurtured in school systems.
  Typically, we learn in school not to develop thought, but to memorize answers for tests or quizzes, to meet “standards” as defined by 
upper-echelons in bureaucratic machines. Howie believed in allowing people show their own abilities naturally, rather than spitting definitions to 
him. In a world that so depends on the machinations of the elite, and considers their intentions, give or take, the end all of thought and ideas, How-
ie as a thinker was a hero for the common student. He did not wish to be worshipped for his intellect, he often said he was “nobody”, yet he still 
pressed the necessity of depthful thought all the while being a man of great intellectual capability. He will be missed at this school, and already 
there are times when one thinks to oneself: “I’d like to talk to Howie about this”, but cannot. As he often said though, “We’re all farts in the wind, 
kid”, just sand in a desert, a humbling epitaph to nearly 60 years of teaching. His impact reverberates through the minds of the naturally curious 
and not curious populations at this school, and will continue to as we go on into our lives, through the years. Where is Howie now? I haven’t the 
slightest idea. One would assume he is in retirement. 

BY NOAH PAKNIS

THIS IS THE END OLD BUDDY:
A FINAL FAREWELL TO CHARLES HOWIE

 Friday, March 2nd, citizens of the Tri-Town woke up to a cold, 
rainy day. Gusts of howling wind wrapped around houses. Rain drops 
stomped on buildings like a stampede. Trees crashed to the ground bringing 
telephone poles with them. Transmitters erupt in flames and left almost all 
of New England in the dark. Citizens were warned to stay off the streets, 
yet that didn’t the mad dash to the gas station. A line of customers stag-
gered down the highway while cars at the pumps tried to store as much fuel 
as they could.This was the first strike of a nasty nor’easter.
 Businesses were forced to close down due to the vast amounts of 
outages. Those who were lucky enough to have generators, such as Target 
and Lowe’s in Wareham Crossing, seemed to make a some sort of profit 
off  the storm. The biggest impacts were thrown upon small business who 
rely on customers everyday. Most of these businesses did not own genera-
tors forcing them to be closed for days, even up to a week due to damages and floodings. Though, for many, produce and supply deliveries were 
postponed and forced companies to work with what they have. In the following days, when electricity came back on and shipments started to 
come in, businesses started to go back to normal.
 Then as everyone began to settle down, citizens were warned about an upcoming blizzard on March 13th, yet another wave of the 
nor’easter. Rain caused an abundance of safety hazards but snow would be a whole new ball game. Ice, wind, and the accumulation of snow all 
created a recipe for disasters. Trees once again started tumbling, wires starting falling, and electricity was lost once more. Luckily, this storm 
didn’t last too long as the snowfall ended in a day and people started gaining electricity back in the days following.
 With all this over it left New Englanders with one last thought: when was spring going to come and will it finally bring us some beauti-
ful weather.

DEVASTATION STRIKES
BY ANDREW STEELE

PHOTO CREDITS: Andrew Steele 
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When you first came home, you looked different, but you were the same. 
Only stronger, and happier. We spent one night, in a local restaurant, everyone 
gawked at how handsome you were in your uniform. You insisted on changing. 
You didn’t want to be noticed. Again, you were humble. You laughed all night, 
telling jokes of the hell you experienced. You were excited to move forward as 

a United States Marine. 
When Mom received the first phone call, I was taking the recycling out. My 

father was doing his lottery tickets on the kitchen table. Your closest friend was 
upstairs hidden in his bedroom. I wore my favorite pajamas, my eyes tired from 
the day’s stress. We worried all day for you. We had just one day of hope. We 
had one day to keep telling ourselves that the possible was impossible for you. 

When my mother first answered the phone, I knew instantly. I froze up at the kitchen table, the plastic in my hands fell to the tile floor. I forgot how 
to walk to my own mother, just like a baby again. My brother had sensed the stillness in the house. When he reached the bottom of the staircase, he 

knew, too. My cheeks stuck to the living room rug by my mother’s feet. 
When I first looked at your photo again I didn’t feel anything different. I looked at hundreds of photos, collecting them for the services. Nothing 

changed. I still wasn’t sure you were gone. I still assumed you would come home again, uniform ironed tightly. 
When I first saw you, the line was out the door to visit you one last time. I saw faces I hadn’t seen in years. I smiled politely at each of them. I wiped 
the tears from children’s faces that clung to me. We were all too young to feel this. I was too young to know how to comfort them. But I did, and it 

kept me from thinking. 
When I first saw the hundreds of American flags, the world stood still. As each car drove by, the faces peered into the windows of the silent. Thou-
sands lined the roads and highways to your final bed. The world was silent. The world stood still for you. I think that’s what we all want at the end. 

For the world to stand still, for the world to realize we mattered. 
You did matter. You changed all of us. Your leaving changed all of us. You left us with unanswered questions, yelling at the sky for answers. Despite 

it all, we remembered you with love. We all remembered you with a smile. We will never forget the laughter.

LIVING ROOM RUG
BY AMBERRAYN JONES

In Loving Memory of U.S.M.C PFC. W. Becket Kiernan 

Becket 2012. PHOTO CREDIT: Amberrayn Jones

Becket Kiernan and Dylan Jones PHOTO CREDIT: Amberrayn Jones

Students Salute Becket’s Procession.  PHOTO CREDIT: Amberrayn Jones

When I first met you, I could see myself in the reflection of your glasses. It took 
you five syllables to say my two syllable name and we never met eye to eye. 

When you first found your self-confidence, I learned to confide in you. Although I 
told my troubles to anyone who would listen, there was hardly a soul who seemed 
to. But you didn’t just listen, you spoke back. Filled with apologies and the occa-
sional, hysterical, laugh, you taught me. You taught me where to find my voice. I 

seemed to be yelling ever since. 
When you first took charge, we immediately looked up to you. Although you never 
spoke much and you clung to your timidness, we watched you with clear eyes. The 
glasses were replaced with a sense of strength and pride, yet it was still so hard to 
see. We realized your name wasn’t really your name and yet we seemed to forget 

all over again. We never found it unusual to find a hero in you. A hero we shared a 
childhood with. 

When you first became comfortable in my home, with your Irish cap and BB gun, 
I always found ways to bug you. I always found ways to bug my older brother’s 

friends. I was too scared to play war in the woods behind our home, instead I made 
the occasional lemonade and sandwiches at lunchtime. 

When I first wrote about you, you were on top of your own little world. You had 
your life figured out, and despite how big your dreams seemed to you, they seemed 
too small to fit. We all told you how much more you could achieve, you insisted on 
starting at the bottom. You wanted to have experience. You stayed humble. But, we 

never stayed humble when we spoke of you. We bragged to the moon. 
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 Cultural awareness can be difficult to teach in a classroom setting. Listen-
ing to a teacher discuss the history and customs of a foreign country makes it easy to 
blindly draw conclusions about a culture and misunderstand it as a whole. This is be-
cause culture goes beyond the food, dress, language, and history of a people. Culture 
is also the experience of being immersed in an environment created by a civilization. 
Culture is also the small and subtle traditions that make a society unique. In this way, 
experience truly is the best teacher. In an effort to actively broaden the world view of 
ORR students, ORR teamed up with Worldstrides travel company to sponsor a trip to 
Italy over February vacation. The trip was art-focused, but being immersed in Italian 
society, we learned about Italian culture to a greater extent than we ever have in a 
classroom.
 Nine students, (including sophomores, juniors, and seniors), were immersed 
in the rich history and culture of six timeless Italian cities during their stay --  Flor-
ence, Siena, San Gimignano, Rome, The Vatican, and Venice -- each one unique from 
the rest. 
 The educational aspect of trips abroad might sound uninteresting at first, but 
learning about the Ancient Romans inside the Colosseum, or learning about frescos 
while standing before one of Michelangelo’s originals was a much more fascinat-
ing experience than reading from a textbook. The knowledgeable tour guides took 
the time to engage each student in entertaining games and activities. Even the bus 
rides from city to city were never dull. During one bus ride, students were given fact 
sheets on specific Italian historical figures and were told to construct an argument as 
to why their scientist/artist/philosopher was of the highest importance. Students got 
to vote out teams until the supposed most important person remained. Although these 
trips are meant to be educational, the tour guides and aid’s try their best to make the 
students and teachers feel as far from the classroom as possible through activity and 
interaction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Beyond academia, cultural immersion was an excellent teacher in itself. 
Even simple tasks like going to a restaurant or going to the marketplace taught 
students about Italian culture. For example, Italian dining tends to take place late in 
the evening, and in the famed marketplace of Florence, pre-set prices are rare and 
haggling is required! On some occasions, the drastic cultural differences were quite 
intimidating. Seeing armed militants at entrances to monuments or patrolling the 
streets of large cities is not a common sight in the United States. Seeing these dif-
ferences helped students develop a profound cultural understanding as they met the 
locals in each city and experienced the timeless beauty that Italy boasts. By the time 
the trip had ended, students were already picking up basic Italian.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Worldstrides brought together two separate schools for this trip to create 
a larger learning group. ORR was joined with Hamilton Wenham Regional High 
School’s group of eleven students.  Although learning about a foreign country can be 
fascinating by itself, the fascination is magnified when you have a group of friends 
by your side. One of the greatest memories students will have of this trip is building 
friendships with people from both schools. One activity that brought the students 
together was the recreation of old frescos of St. Francis’s life. Their tour guides 
passed out pieces of pasta in different types and students were instructed to join 
other students with the same type of pasta. Once joined, the students found humour 
in their classmates’ recreations of these frescos, and other groups had to guess what 
was happening in the scene. When the time came to say “arrivederci”, students had 
phones full of new contacts, group chats, and breathtaking photographs that will last 
a lifetime.  

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 There are endless factors to consider when deciding whether or not to go on 
an international school trip. Spending extended periods of time in a foreign country 
without family poses a challenge for some. The risks of losing a passport, phone, or 
wallet are enough to spook some people out of travel all together. But the undeniable 
beauty of the basilicas, the unique architecture, the ancient history, and everything 
in between, make international school trips wise and satisfying investments. Some 
students are already researching opportunities to study abroad in Italy.
 The group of ORR students who traveled to Italy would like to extend a 
warm “thank you” to Ms. Palombo (their generous and cultured chaperone), Jacky 
Paterson, and trainee, Francesca (their kind and fascinating Worldstrides tour guides). 
Students were able to return to the states with an in-depth cultural understanding of 
Italy, new knowledge about Italian art and history, and unforgettable memories made 
with other students from near and far.

SAY YES TO THE CULTURAL EXPRESS! 
BY EMILY WILSON AND JULIA MELLONI

The Trevi Fountain. PHOTO CREDITS: Elise Mello

Fast Friends. PHOTO CREDITS: Julia Melloni

ORRHS students enjoy a gondola ride in Venice.
PHOTO CREDIT: Diane Palombo 

Students enjoy “Ceasar’s Gladiator School”. PHOTO CREDIT : Diane Palombo 
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ENTERTAINMENT
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY HOROSCOPES

BY ALICE BEDNARCZYK

Aries (March 21-April 19) You’ll go to an amusement park.
It’s never been a secret that you love amusement parks. You love thrills, to go fast, for the wind to run its fingers through your hair and push your 
head back. You love to feel like you’re flying like you’re a free bird able to soar across the sky. Only roller coasters allow you to feel this sense 
of euphoria that you crave. You jump inside the biggest and longest coaster in the park, giddy with excitement. As it rushes to the top, it slows 

down, as expected, but instead of getting faster once it’s reached the peak, you stop. You stop at the very tippy top and you’re stuck. You’re stuck 
at the top of a roller coaster with no adrenaline rush and no way down. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) You’ll eat too much corn beef.
Some holidays are just true gifts to this world: Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, you’re just expected to be fed and be fed well. That cer-
tainly is something you can respect. When you sit down at a table decorated with a green tablecloth, you forgo utensils in favor of eating with 
your hands, and stuff huge amounts of corn beef, hash, and other Irish foods into your mouth with reckless abandon. You sit back in your seat, 

not even five minutes have gone by, and you have to loosen up your belt as you hallucinate visions of St. Patrick himself blessing you. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) You’ll get in a fight with a Leprechaun.
You’ve had plenty of weird things happen in your life, you’ll admit that, so you weren’t so sure what was going through your head when you 
thought it was a good idea to chase a rainbow. It only rained for an hour, and it was a light spring rain, one that you can respect, one that left 

the world smelling sweet. You jump into your all-terrain car and search for the end of the rainbow arching across the sky. To the disbelief of the 
people watching your live-blog of the chase, you find the end and see a pot of gold perched at the end. You race towards it, hands outstretched 
greedily. Then, a leprechaun pops up from behind the black pot, toppling gold out of it. He looks upset. You are shocked. In fact, he is angry, 

but you are prepared. You take out your pocket knife in case he tries to attack you. He pulls out a gun. There’s not very much you can do in this 
situation, except apologize, which you do, and he gives you a piece of gold for your outstanding apology, and you both walk away unscathed, 

though confused. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) You’ll have too many Shamrock Shakes. 
Arguably, the best part of St.Patrick’s Day is the seasonal treats. Food truly tastes better when it is unnaturally colored. That’s just the way things 
are in this world of commercialism, and who are you to question it? You go through the McDonald’s drive-through because you don’t have time 
to stand in line, but you do have time to sit in your car. You pull up to the window, expecting your large shamrock shake, and you get it. Except, 
instead of one, you get handed six. Then another tray of six is pushed through the drive-through window. Then another. Next thing you know, 

your car is full of shamrock shakes, and you can barely see out the windshield. Lucky for you, you got all of these for the price of one, unlucky 
for you, you feel compelled to drink them all. 

Leo (July 23-August 22) You’ll become St. Patrick. 
You wake up Saturday morning. For the first time in a long while you feel...good. You feel like you have a purpose on this day, like the sun is 

shining for you and the birds are singing to serenade you, and you alone. You’re left with the feeling that this is how things always ought to be. 
You leave bed with a spring in your step and go to give yourself your daily pep talk in the mirror because, hey, living on this Earth and being you 

is hard work. That’s when you realize things. That’s when everything clicks. Staring back at you in the mirror is you...but also not you. It’s the 
face of St.Patrick, complete with his body wrapped in a robe and a walking stick. You are St. Patrick himself. The reflection in the mirror grins 
back at you as you feel your mouth quirk up. Yup...this is real. St.Patrick looks back at you with determination on his face. You are intent on 

making this the best and most fun-filled St. Patrick’s day anyone will ever have. With that, you zap out of your house to a better place. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22) You’ll get lost in a parade. 
The epitome of St.Patrick’s day is going to any St. Patrick’s Day parade. It’s just the best use of your time on a day that is dedicated to the sole 
cause of partying. Well, it’s origins lay in religion, and it’s only recently that the holiday has been commercialized to the point of unrecognition, 
but who are you to say no to a good party? This is the way you feel until three hours into the parade when you get pushed and shoved in all di-

rections and then you feel the warmth from above -- as if the sun were shining on you -- and you get pulled up onto a float. There, smiling above 
you is St. Patrick himself. 

Libra (September 23-October 22) You’ll stay home. 
You’re sort of done with the whole “party” thing. You don’t want people to ask you to go anywhere, you don’t want to watch people act dumb, 
you don’t want to eat unhealthy food, you don’t want to be forced into awkward small talk with someone as equally uncomfortable squished 
between a wall and a kissing couple. You just want to relax and not think about the complications that other people have in their lives. You’re 

stewing in your own frustration until a green flash and a loud bang fill the room, and you find yourself face to face with St. Patrick himself. He 
gives you a knowing smile and outstretches his hand. You know you’re supposed to take it. You know he’s going to transport you to a better 

place. You will not have it. To his confusion, you jump off the couch and run into your bathroom, then lock the door. That’ll teach strange men to 
zap into your living room without permission. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21) You’ll visit a farm. 
Very few people know you have a soft side, not because they’re not paying attention, but because you go through such pains to hide it as well 
as you do. Nevertheless, you can’t resist baby animals. You escape throngs of people in favor of the countryside and wind your way through 

the various pens lingering among the younger animals. When you cut through a large field of wildflowers, a goat bounds up to you right in the 
middle. You blink at it, he blinks back. His third eye takes you by surprise. He turns around and trots into the impending forest. When you fol-

low, you don’t think of home, and you don’t go back. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21) You’ll go on a hike. 
Honestly, you can’t help yourself. If the day is nice enough, if the clouds are fluffy enough, if the sky is rich in hue enough, you’ll pull on your 

hiking boots and drive far enough to take you away from this world, and then you get out of your car and start trekking up the craggy hills. While 
you lose yourself in the beauty of it all, other people did not, and so, you will find yourself face-to-face with a very angry, slightly tipsy, brown 

bear, adorned with a variety of St.Patrick’s day decorations. A green party hat is tilted on its head, and green beads and garlands drape across his 
paws and shoulders. He looks like his coupon was refused at Party City, and the only thing that can satiate his anger is ripping someone apart. I 

hope you’re a fast runner. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19) You’ll find yourself in Ireland. 
God, you hate parties. You absolutely hate parties. There’s too much noise, too many people, too many disgusting foods, and too many disasters. 
Something always goes wrong. But, your friend asked you to go with pleading eyes, no wasn’t an answer, so you went. Regrettably, you went. 
When people became uninteresting you wandered through the halls of the house, opening random doors and peaking in. You suppose you wan-
dered through the wrong door because now you’re stuck in 16th century Ireland. You don’t have the stamina to be walking up and down hills all 

day, but you do so anyway, grumbling about how much you hate parties all the while. 

Aquarius (January 20-February 18) You’ll walk by the ocean. 
Every year, when it’s not quite warm enough to go swimming, you go on a walk alongside the ocean. The sand is packed hard beneath your feet 
and waves playfully grab at your toes. You see seals jumping around in the sea, leaping up and under, and you wish you could be as carefree as 
them. A young girl joins you at the water’s edge, with an oddly shaped coat at her side. She grabs your hand and slips the coat on, turning you 

into a seal. You don’t have to go in, but you do anyway, and you join the selkies in their seafaring adventures. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20) You’ll find a four-leaf clover. 
You absolutely cannot live through a St.Patrick’s Day without finding a four-leaf clover. It is part of your annual tradition, and once you find 

one you can go back to your regular life. You sit in the middle of a field of clover. You are determined. You will find it. Your hands quickly sort 
through the clover, eyes scanning handful after handful of green. The sun climbs then descends through the sky. Time doesn’t pass for you, but 
it does for everyone else. Finally! The four-leaf clover is grasped tightly in your hand, and you fall backward, incredibly tired. You sink into the 
ground, through the layer of clover, into a different dimension, a different plane, one where it is rarer to find a three-leaf clover than a four-leaf 

clover. 

St. Patrick’s Day is an Irish cultural/religious celebration, and because of this you just never know what to ex-
pect. Here is what may happen to you this St. Patrick’s Day, Saturday the 17th. 
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WHY IS FORTNITE 
BECOMING SO BIG?
BY BRYAN QUERIM

THE DEAL WITH “HEALTH AND FITNESS”
BY AYANA HARTLEY

 Just about everyone has heard of the new hit video 
game, Fortnite. We see it on snapchat stories captioned 
with the famous “#1 Victory Royale” trademark. My ques-
tion is, why is this game so popular? What makes it appeal 
to young fans?
 Fortnite’s first beta was released on July 25, 2017. 
At this point the game was not very popular in the gam-
ing community, and personally at this point I knew only 
one person with the game. Fortnite was developed by 
Epic Games who has developed several other video games 
in the past but Fortnite is definitely the most successful. Fortnite is most well known for their Battle Royale mode which includes 100 players 
placed into one game in which they fight to their virtual deaths.
 In Fortnite, players start by skydiving to their desired locations. From there you need to find a weapon and protect yourself from the other 
players that landed at this place. To get first place you must either hide or play very aggressivly and try to kill other players. Hiding is a good 
strategy, however you don’t gain any skill from it.
 Fortnite hit its peak amount of players, 3.4 million people on Feb 22nd. This surpasses comparable games,  PUBG and PlayerUnknown 
Battlegrounds who peaked at only about 3 million people that weekend.
 The competitive aspect of this game is well-liked. Players and their friends compete against each other to see who is the most skilled. 
Personally, I do this on the daily and brag to my friends on an epic win I got the night before.
It’s possible that there are more people on Fortnite because it’s more versatile on other gaming platforms. PlayerUnknown’s Battlegrounds was 
only available on PC until late December of 2017. It expanded to Xbox only, so even if you bought the game on PC you needed a high power 
gaming computer to play the game. And when you played the game on Xbox, it lags to the point that it’s almost unplayable. Fortnite is very 
smooth and runs at a perfect 60 frames per second. 
 Fortnite’s popularity may stem from how much less violent the game is compared to other shooting games. The graphics are cartoonish, 
the guns are not realistic, and the game is generally kid-friendly.
 Fortnite is an enjoyable, good-quality, and appropriate video game that has risen to it’s well-deserved popularity. I would recommend it to 
anyone who enjoys mentally stimulating and entertaining games in which they can connect virtually with other players. 

 When people think of health and fitness their first thoughts 
may be spin classes, green juices, and running. Or something like 
that. For some it’s lifting weights and downing protein shakes. 
While this may be the case for the majority it’s not for others and 
it’s important to understand that health and fitness isn’t just about 
the physical aspects. 
It’s also about your 
mental and emotional 
health. When someone 
wants to begin lead-
ing a healthy lifestyle, 
they must remember 
to add all the pieces 
of the puzzle together 
because if not the end 
result might not be 
what was desired in 
the beginning. (i.e. 
to look “toned” or be 
able to run ten miles 
or lift wicked heavy 
weights). 
 Your emotional 
and mental health is 
the most important thing! Never forget that. If all you do is focus on 
whether or not you have abs or if you’ve seen any physical progress, 
you are bound to lose yourself. The first step to creating a healthy 
lifestyle is learning to love yourself. I know it’s hard to do when 
sometimes it just feels like there are permanent storm clouds over-
head, but wait! It is possible! Sorry, didn’t mean to sound like one of 
those depressing commercials about how you can change your life 
around. Anyway, with a little practice it does get easier to love your-

self and to have your heart beat out of happiness and anticipation, 
instead of dread and fear. If you have days where you don’t want 
to get out of bed, or you just don’t want to eat healthy or workout, 
then that is okay. No one is holding you to a contract... Well, maybe 
except yourself, but you need to break it and realize that there is a lot 

more to life. 
  Practice look-
ing in the mirror and 
smiling, telling yourself 
that you love your body 
and  mind. Practice writ-
ing down your day in a 
journal, so you can look 
to see where you faltered 
and where you succeed-
ed. Practice channeling 
your stress into cardio or 
lifting. It’s amazing what 
a good work out can do 
for the mind. If you love 
cardio, jog a 5k or go for 
a nice bike ride around 
your neighborhood. If 
you’re more into lifting 

then hit the gym. If you just want to get a quick workout in then do 
one at home! Body weight exercises are great too. If you’re not big 
on hitting the gym or running around the track, practice meditation 
and yoga. That is one of the best ways to distress and calm yourself 
down. In order to be strong physically, you must also be strong men-
tally. The mind goes where the body cannot. Remember to reach out 
to friends and put your own health first! Good luck! 
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SPORTS

WHAT NOW? : 
THE AFTERMATH 
OF SUPERBOWL LII
BY RYAN QUINLAN 

 When the Patriots lost Super Bowl LII, it took the 
entire world of football by storm. The Eagles had never 
won a Super Bowl before, so it was almost another David 
vs Goliath match going into the game, and David won. 
Due to the lack of defense on the Patriot’s side, they al-
lowed the Eagles to score 41 points on them. With defen-
sive Coordinator Matt Patricia leaving the team, this could 
have been a distraction. Another factor contributing to 
their loss could have been Malcolm Butler (Super Bowl 
IX star) being benched for the entirety of the game.

Regardless of what contributed to the lack of defense, the game is over and the pats need to rebuild. 

 A big change that needs to be made is the Pat’s need a better pass rush. One of the ways to get this pass rush is to trade Malcolm Butler 
who wants to leave the Patriots, for Demarcus Lawrence, a great pass rusher for the cowboys who is a free agent. Also Demarcus had an in-
credible sack number at 14.5, so he would be a great help for the Patriots. Also for next year the pats need a good linebacker to help out D’onta 
Hightower when he is back next season. With the 31st pick in the draft, the patriots should select Malik Jefferson out of Texas who is listed as a 
top 5 linebacker going into the draft. If the player is still left, the pats should definitely add him to their lineup. 
Lastly about defense, the patriots should probably add to their secondary if Malcolm Butler does get traded for Demarcus Lawrence. M.J. 
Stewart out of North Carolina is predicted to go in one of the later rounds of the draft, when the pats have a pick in the 3rd or 4th round they 
should definitely consider him in their minds. As a Junior at UNC Stewart was honorable mention in the ACC conference. He also had an 
impressive 25 pass breakups throughout his last 2 seasons. He is ranked 3rd all time for the school on the amount of pass breakups he has had 
in his 3 year career. Stewart would be a great fit for the secondary. But besides defense, the pats also need to improve on the offseason as they 
have a lot of free agents on that side of the ball too. 
 With Tom Brady ageing and Gronk with retirement on his mind, the pats offense could struggle next year if changes aren’t made. A 
great move that the pats could make on the offensive side of the ball is get Jarvis Landry on their team. Landry is a free agent this year and is 
on the Dolphins right now. He has made the pro bowl for the last 2 years in a row and is getting better every year. The way that the patriots 
could get him on their roster is trade free agent Dion Lewis and Danny Amendola to the dolphins in exchange for Landry. The reason that this 
would be a good trade is Landry is only 25, but Lewis is 27 and Amendola is 32. In addition to this trade, the pats are going to need a backup 
for Tom Brady when he retires. A good fit for a backup would be Washington State’s QB Luke Falk. he would be an excellent 2nd round pick 
for the pats. He is the Pac-12’s all time leading passer and has had an impressive career at Washington State. If the pats pick him up, he could 
be another great like Tom Brady. 

DATE / TIME EVENT DETAILS
MARCH 24TH                    TBD LACROSSE: BOYS VARSITY SCRIM-

MAGE
VS. FALMOUTH, PLYMOUTH NORTH 
 @PLYMOUTH NORTH

MARCH 30TH                    TBD TENNIS: BOYS VARSITY MATCH VS. PLYMOUTH NORTH @OLD ROCH-
ESTER REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

MARCH 31ST                     3:30 PM
                                              1:00 PM

LACROSSE: BOYS JV GAME
LACROSSE: BOYS VARSITY GAME

VS. NATICK @NATICK
VS. NATICK @NATICK

APRIL 2ND                          3:30 PM

                                              3:30 PM

                                              3:45 PM

                                              3:45 PM
                                              

BASEBALL: JV GAME

BASEBALL: VARSITY GAME

SOFTBALL: JV GAME

SOFTBALL: VARSITY GAME

VS. COYLE & CASSIDY @COYLE & 
CASSIDY
VS. COYLE & CASSIDY @COYLE & 
CASSIDY
VS. COYLE & CASSIDY @WASHBURN 
PARK
VS. COYLE & CASSIDY @OLD ROCHES-
TER REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

APRIL 3RD                         3:45 PM

                                              3:45 PM

OUTDOOR TRACK: GIRLS VARSITY 
MEET
OUTDOOR TRACK: BOYS VARSITY 
MEET

VS. GREATER NEW BEDFORD @OLD 
ROCHESTER REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
VS. GREATER NEW BEDFORD @OLD 
ROCHESTER REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

UPCOMING SPORTS EVENTS 
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CREATIVE WRITING 

 NOT

EYES ARE THE KEY 
    TO THE SOUL

BY JILLIAN CRAIG

“There are not enough words in the world,” she said.
 He looked down at his lap, his eyes shifting to the floor. There was a bit of paper on the carpet, the sort of wrapping that you take 
off of a straw.
 “Did you hear me?” she said. He nodded. He had heard her. Clearly. 
 “Then why don’t you say something? Say anything. Be my guest,” she said. 
 “I don’t know what to say. I don’t know what I’m supposed to say. I never did, and I still don’t know. And I think that’s quite pos-
sibly the reason why you’re so upset…” he mumbled.
 The paper wrapping of the straw was sort of pressed into the fibers of the carpet, a bit frayed around the edges. 
 “Do you know why I even asked you to come here? If I’m being honest I’m quite shocked you even showed up. You weren’t too 
good at it in the past,” she whispered fiercely.
 “No,” he said. She sighed, twisting the ring that was on her finger.
 “Because you made promises. Promises that apparently you were incapable of keeping. And as I have said before, there are not 
enough words. There are not enough freaking words.” 

 “Are you ready to take off the bandages?” Terrance asked. His friend sat across from him on the bed, bandages covered his 
eyes.
 “I think I’m ready,” Ander responded, taking a deep breath and letting it out shakily. Terrance leaned over and gripped the 
bandages, removing them gingerly as to not injure the other. Ander’s eyes were closed. As he gently opened them, Terrance feared the 
worst. What if the surgery didn’t work? Ander would just be even more upset than before. 
 “Ander, you okay?” Terrance said. Ander’s pale eyes scanned his body, his face showing no emotions. 
 “I’m so sorry, the surgery didn’t work. You must feel-” Terrance was cut off when his friend suddenly tackled him. Ander was 
crying and laughing, floods of emotions washing over him.
 “I can finally see you!” He shouted. “I can finally see the world, the sky, the ocean, anything!”
 Terrance couldn’t help the smile that grew on his face. He too began to cry, hugging his friend tightly to him. Ander pressed 
his ear to Terrance’s chest, listening to his heart beat steadily. For the first time ever, Ander felt truly alive.

Unique 
was the 
only word he had to 
describe her. She had thought 
the same. It seemed odd that these 
two people would cross paths the way they 
did, noticing each other in such a large way. 
It was sunset when he had seen her, standing alone and letting 
the waves run over her feet. Her hair was long and blonde and messy in 
a way he found stunning. When she turned around, she caught his glace and the 
eye contact seemed electric. 
She had noticed the deepness in his eyes first and how they seemed to glow along 
with the light. Then she made note of the way he was standing. He leaned in a somewhat nervous man-
ner, but it was subtle to the point where she barely noticed. His demeanor intrigued her. He smiled at her and 
watched as her eyes lit up when she smiled back. 

ENOUGH
 WORDS

ELECTRIC
BY ALEXANDRA OLD
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ENTERTAINMENT

 On January 19th, popular rapper Drake dropped a surprise EP, titled 
Scary Hours. The project consists of 2 songs over 7 minutes and 35 sec-
onds, called “God’s Plan” and “Diplomatic Immunity.” This project drop-
ping almost a year after his last major release and several weeks before his 
collaboration with Blocboy JB called, Look Alive.
“God’s Plan” is a club/radio beat with an airy melody, with light snare hits 
and heavy bass. Mixed in with this distortion hits during all choruses. The 
line that stands out to me the most is both sad and hilarious:

She say, “Do you love me?” I tell her, “Only partly”
                      I only love my bed and my momma, I’m sorry

 He sets this girl up, then drops her rather abruptly,which is sad in 
the way that he doesn’t form connection, but the unexpectedness definitely 
makes you smile.
 The other track on the release is Diplomatic Immunity. Instead of 
a light pop beat, this time it’s an ominous violin melody with a distorted 
bass line and heavy snare. This song is less impressive only in the way it 
lacks the commercial quality and sound of God’s Plan but it is undoubtedly 
a good track. It’s interesting to see Drake reference older rap in this song, 
because his style, sound, and subject matter is so much different :

Motor City Casino, I’m at the cage with my old license
They tell me “don’t worry, I got your money” like Osiris
(I’m the Osiris of this shit)

This paying homage to The Wu-Tang Clan, sampling from the song Tri-
umph. In the line in the Wu-Tang song Ol’ Dirty Bastard compares himself 
to the Egyptian King of the Gods, and Underworld, Osiris in the way he 
commands the hip-hop underground. That of which Drake is not a part of, 
being a mainstream artist. 
 It hard to compare Scary Hours to Drake’s better albums like If 
You’re Reading This It’s Too Late and Views, because of the length dif-
ference but comparing song to song, I feel like it lacks a hardness and his 
classic new age flow.

Paw Prints Readers,
 In the next edition of Paw Prints we will be introducing a 
new advice column. For the advice column we are hoping our read-
ers will feel comfortable sending in any problems they’re having 
for which they seek advice. We would love to offer advice! If you 
have a school appropriate problem and would like it to be printed in 
the paper anonymously, then email it to Mr. Allain at randyallain@
oldrochester.org. Any type of problem is acceptable, including aca-
demic, emotional, or social dilemmas. 

Here is an example, 

Dear Sam, 
After the power outages I have had lots of homework 
that I couldn’t do because I didn’t have any internet. 
The due dates for said homework haven’t been pushed 
back and are due in three days! Including all my home-
work I have to do, I also have club activities. What 
should I do? 

Sincerely, 
Stressed Out

We will be awaiting your responses in the next issue of Paw Prints. 
If you do not want to email your response you may print your letter 
and bring them to Mr. Allain personally. 
          

Sincearly, 
          
 Sam

ATTENTION OLD 
ROCHESTER STUDENTS 


